
Next Club Outings: 

Little Pine Lagoon (21st January) - Refer Details Dec. NL. 

Little Pine Lagoon “Cane Day” (22nd January) - Refer Details Dec. NL. 

Joint Outing with LWC (24-28th January) - Refer Details Dec. NL 

Fly Fishers’ Club of Tasmania Inc.  

Founded 17th August 1955 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 

Coming Up 

Club Night: 

This is our casual night where members catch up with all of the 
news that has happened over the summer period. 

Where the best fishing places are and what flies work the best. 

The Notice of Motion “The minutes of the executive committee to 
be published in the monthly Club newsletter” is to be discussed. 

Newsletter - February 2023 

Next General Meeting: 

7:30pm 1st February 2023 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 

Next Committee Meeting: 

7:00pm 8th February 2023 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 
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Chris Crawford Story and his Possum Emerger 

My first fishing experience was fishing with my 
dad. He was a keen trout fisherman o en travel-
ling to Tooms Lake with a group of friends. My 
elder brothers had this experience, but my intro-
duc on was centred around the local waters of 
Winnaleah in NE Tasmania. We fished the Frome 
Dam, Cascade Dam, Paris Dam, Blackmans La-
goon and the Forester River near Bridport. Fishing was done at night using live 
frogs. My dad taught me to lay a hessian bag at my feet then cas ng out a frog and 
slowly pull it in by hand. When the lines started to run back out you would wait un-

l the line stopped then striking. The only downside of this technique was when the 
frog swam to a tree and climbed up and you were unaware it was out of the water. 
I guess he also taught me pa ence and it has been a trademark of mine as I always 
spend hours fishing and I never get red of it. 

As a young boy it was always scary walking through the bush to the car o en a er 
midnight. The scariest was walking back under the Paris dam, situated above the 
Cascade Dam and Derby. Water would be hissing and running down the concrete 
wall. 

Luckily around Winnaleah there were lots of rivers and creeks all holding fish. In my 
late primary years my mates and I would ride our bikes many kilometres to the Rin-
garooma River, Boobyalla River and the small connec ng creeks. We would target 
blackfish, trout and freshwater lobsters. O en on the way home some local in a ute 
would stop and we would pile our bikes and ourselves in the back. Those days of 
childhood freedom and risk taking are gone. I was blessed to being raised at that 

me. 

Alas, like many of our rivers and small stream these waters would not now hold the 
head of fish they once had due to changes in farming prac ces. 

In the mid-60s I headed to Launceston to boarding school. I went home most week-
ends and would go fishing with my dad, or kangaroo shoo ng with my older broth-

Red Spinner Tales 
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ers. I had four brothers, Neal, Mar n, Gary and Shane. The 
fishing was good and the fish size in the dams were always 
in the 2-to-3-pound mark. The creeks produce smaller trout. 

In the ‘70s I headed to Hobart to a end university. My fish-
ing was around the bays of Hobart and the Channel. From 
the shore we caught mullet and salmon, but best were the 
oysters and mussels which we cooked on fires. As typical 
uni students we always washed them down with copious 
beers. 

I did have the opportunity at this me to walk into the origi-
nal Lake Pedder. How spectacular that was. Then in the last 
year of my four years at uni with Pedder being flooded for some me, my dad and 
younger brother travelled from Winnaleah to catch the monsters. I was able to join 
them. As they were bait and lure fishermen, I had no flyfishing experience at that 

me. I caught my biggest trout ever. It was a solid 12 lbs. Fishing from a boat my 
dad thought he was snagged but then from the dark tanned water an 18lbs trout 
burst onto the surface and it had to be gaffed. A breathtaking fishing experience in 
a breathtaking environment. 

In 1975 I was appointed to my first teaching posi on. I was appointed to West Laun-
ceston Primary where Tony Richie and Charles Peck had children a ending. I soon 
started fishing the St Pats and Brumbys Creek. Tony would be at Brumbys and kept 
encouraging me to throw away the spinning rod and take up fly fishing. 

So, off to Don Gilmour’s Adult Educa on Classes I went. He encouraged me to buy a 
fly rod. On his sugges on I purchased a Jarvis Walker fibre glass rod. It was heavy 
and the bu  was thicker than my thumb. I ba led for a few months swapping be-
tween spinning and fly fishing. 

On a family picnic ou ng my wife closed the boot of the car and smashed my fly 
rod. I now carry my rods in cases, a lesson learnt. 

I went to Terry Charlton’s store on the corner of the Kingsway. He suggested a rod 
and told me to take it home and try it out over the weekend. Unfortunately, as I 



was fishing the gum tree edge at Brumbys top 
weir, I broke the p. Very embarrassed, I took 
the rod back to Terry. He said not to worry. I 
purchased a new rod from him, but not that 
one! 

Finally, I caught my first fish on a nymph at 
Brumbys Creek and I was hooked for life. Tony 
Richie con nued to encourage and give me advice in those early days. Tony and 
the Burling boys spent many hours at Brumbys in those days, as were numerous 
club members with their canoes. Lionel Williams and wife Margaret were o en 
seen cruising around the willows. 

I decided I needed to know more about flies, so I enrolled in Noel Jetson's fly-tying 
classes. This was so beneficial in understanding fly life and fly presenta on. Un l 
then I was a novice in fly selec on. 

Tony Richie nominated me for membership, and I think this was some me in 1977. 
I recall going to the St Pats football ground change rooms where the mee ngs were 
held. Members such as David Scholes, Max Bertram, Eric Sims, Ray Klimek and 
Charles Peck were great encouragers and an inspira on to a new member. 

Whilst teaching at Longford in the late 1970s and early 1980s I lived in a school-
house next to Longford primary school. I would drive to Brumbys at dawn, fish un l 
8:00am, then rush home to change and go to school. I would jump the fence at re-
cess me to have breakfast. Then, at 4:00pm, I would leave school and head back 
to Brumbys Creek. It was like an addic on; I couldn’t get enough of fly fishing. 
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Wri en by Chris Crawford, September 2022         

Photography by Jack Barker           Copyright 2022 all rights reserved 

Chris’s story will be described in the following  news-
le er. For those that cannot wait refer to the link below. 

www.flyfishersclubo asmania.org.au/uncategorized/chris-crawford-his-possum-emerger/ 
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The Club notes with sadness, the passing of Jack Windsor, who joined the Club in July 2010 
and passed on the 18th of November 2022. 
 

Jack was a unique character who could put his hand to anything. He modified his old van so 
that it would become a mobile camper with an inbuilt wood heater. A person that had a 
great memory and with the ability to transfer those past stories into wri ng. 
He loved heading to our Club shack at Penstock just to sit and soak in the serenity of the 
pleasant  scenery. 
Sincere condolences to Jack’s family  

Vale – Cliff Oliver 

The Club notes with sadness, the passing of Cliff Oliver, who joined the Club in May 1987 and 
passed on the 29th of November 2022. He became a commi ee member in 1995 – 2001 with 
a s nt as Treasurer from 1997 – 2001. 

He was awarded the Max Christensen trophy in 2001 for his excellent service to the Club and 
unfortunately won 2 snorkel awards in 1994 and 1995. 

Sincere condolences to Cliff’s family 

Vale – Edward (Jack) Windsor 
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President’s Report 

Hello everyone 
I hope we all are enjoying the be er weather it’s been a bit of a 
grind leading up to December. 
Unfortunately we lost two of our elder statesmen of the club, Jack 
Windsor and Cliff Oliver. 
I was fortunate enough to a end Jack’s funeral with four other 
club members and listen to Jack’s son in law deliver an informa ve 
eulogy on Jack’s life and family and achievements. 
Words were used to describe Jack as eccentric, a man before his me, thinks out-
side the square and would try anything. 
I never really got to know Jack that well as he only joined the club in his la er 
years. 
I guess what really hit home to me was what a full life he had led I was amazed 
what he had built, building tools to machine other tools to build  projects. 
Also, something you don’t see everyday Jack built his own coffin it was painted 
white with decora ve hand painted scrolls on the sides. 
 

Jack Barker and I lost our old mate Cliff Oliver passing away suddenly November 
30th, Cliff was my good friend and also Jack’s for over 35 years, I met Cliff through 
the Fly Fishing club where we affec onately called him the Guru as we were just 
learning and a li le green back those days and Cliff helped hone our fly fishing 
skills. 
Cliff absolutely loved being in the club and fished for many years with his good 
friend Jim Ferrier. 
So many stories about Cliff he was such a talented and selfless person when it it 
came to his fly fishing and he will be sadly missed. 
 

There is a memorial planned for Cliff at the Fly Fisher’s Club rooms in Chant street 
on January 15th, 1 - 4pm, sandwiches and hot drinks will be supplied, please feel 
free to come along and help us celebrate Cliff’s life. 
An email will be sent out soon to confirm all details and direc ons. 
 

What a great night the December general mee ng (social night) turned out to be 
it’s so good to mix with fellow members and simply have a good talk, looking for-
ward to catching up at our February mee ng. 
 
Peter Berne - Fly fishing Club of Tasmania 
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Minutes of the General Mee ng Held at Chant Street on 
Wednesday 7th of December 2022 

MEETING OPENED:  7:30pm. 

Welcome:  

President Peter Berne welcomed the 28 members and 1 guest to the December mee ng. He 
recommended that all mobile devices be turned off or placed on to silent. 

He noted that we will still have a door prize on the night. The other raffles will be run sepa-
rately with Mar n selling the ckets. The cost will be 3 for $5. The books & DVD’s donated by 
Gerry Grundy, pen by John Stagg, DVD & fly box by Mike Stevens and mudeye flies by Dan 
Dempsey. 

Apologies: 

Gary & Ka e Baird, Peter Ray, Marcus Rae, Stuart Walsh, Sco  James, Gary Cullen, Tim Fitzal-
len 

Names of Guests: 

Phil Harker 

Bereavement: 

The Club notes with sadness, the passing of Jack Windsor and Cliff Oliver. 

Jack joined the Club in July 2010 and passed on the 18th of November 2022. 

He was a unique character who could put his hand to anything. He modified his old van so 
that it would become a mobile camper with an inbuilt wood heater. A person that had a great 
memory and with the ability to transfer those past stories into wri ng. 

He loved heading to our Club shack at Penstock just to sit and soak in the serenity of the 
pleasant scenery. 

Sincere condolences to Jack’s family 

John Stagg described his long- me friendship with Jack that started when they were both 
building houses in George Town 45 years ago. He last camper was the 5th itera on – most 
were probably unroadworthy. He had a fantas c workshop where he made his own tools as 
needed. He even made his own coffin. 

Many days were spent at Jack’s place sharing stories over a cup of coffee. He will miss the old 
gentleman. 

Cliff joined the Club in May 1987 then the commi ee in 1995 with a s nt as Treasurer in 1997 
– 2001. This was thrust upon him by Jim Ferrier which put him well outside his comfort zone. 

He was awarded the Max Christensen trophy in 2001 for his excellent service to the Club and 
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unfortunately won 2 snorkel awards in 1994 and 1995. He resigned this year and become an 
honorary member. 

Peter Berne and Jack Barker were great friends with Cliff. Both shared memories of his love of 
fishing and the great friendship from the Club. Cliff was called the ‘Guru’ as he took both Peter 
‘Mr High-tech’ and Jack ‘Mr Debonaire’ under his wing in their early stages of fly fishing. Cliff 
was very talka ve and had a heart of gold. 

The President will hold a memorial at his place (under Cliff’s request) in the 2nd week of Janu-
ary. More details will be sent out by the Secretary. 

Apprecia on: 

Jimmy Ellenberger, Bill Greensmith and the members that assisted at the basic fly-fishing class 
at Longford. 

Bill Greensmith and the members that assisted the Fly-Fishing Class at Penstock. 

Graeme Frankcombe for reloca ng the wood box from the front porch. 

John Quarry for upda ng the “Life Member” honour board. 

Dan Dempsey for dona ng his mudeye flies. 

Minutes of last mee ng: 

The Secretary moved that the minutes, that appeared in the last newsle er was a representa-
ve record of that mee ng, seconded by Jimmy Ellenberger – and carried unanimously. 

Ma ers arising: 

Nil 

Correspondence (since last mee ng):  

Inwards: 

1. Club newsle ers – (email) SAFFA, VFFA, GFFC 

2. Becks – (email) Invoice for materials. 

3. Mike Stevens – Tasmanian Fishing & Boa ng newsle er #151. 

4. Central Highlands Council – No ce of Rates & Charges Noonamena. 

5. Robert Fifield (NWFFC) – (email) Invita on to Talbots Lagoon 24-26 Feb 2023. 

6. Bendigo Bank – Account Summary to the 5th November. 

7. Ian Ferrier – (email) Penstock Rates, Land Tax and Public Liability. 

8. Gary France – (email) Accepted guest speaker role in July. 

General Mee ng Minutes (cont’d) 
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General Mee ng Minutes (cont’d) 

9. Jeremy Ranicar – (email) Next TIC AGM is on the 28th January. 

10. Epuron – (email) St Patricks Plains wind farm update. 

11. Malcolm Cross – (email) Cane rod for sale. 

12. Parks – (email) Lake Augusta Road is open - 4wd vehicles recommended. 

13. Ian Webb – (email) Shack bookings sheets November. 

Outwards: 

1. Mark Youngman – (email) Apprecia on for guest speaker role. 

2. Mike Stevens – (email) Apprecia on for raffle dona on. 

The Secretary moved that the inward correspondence was accepted; and outward was ap-
proved, seconded by Terry Horan – and carried unanimously. 

Ma ers arising:  

Nil 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Expenses:  $ 5,272.28 (Insurance $4,500, Rates $589.56) 

Income:     $ 749.61 (Shack rent $175, Fly class $280) 

Bendigo:    $ 8,136.14 

Pe y Cash: $ 100.00 

Total Investment: $ 8,236.14 

Cash Book: $ 8,136.14 

The Treasurer moved the Treasurer’s report for acceptance, seconded by Jack Barker – and 
carried unanimously. 

Ma ers arising:  

Nil 

General Business: 

Chairman's Lead: 

New Member: 

The President along with the members welcomed new member Phil Harker #483 to the Club. 

The President reminded the members of the ‘fly bowl’ which provides good value of flies at $1 
each. 
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General Mee ng Minutes (cont’d) 

Send photos and ar cles of ou ngs to the editor for inclusion in the newsle er. 

Club Ou ngs: (on whiteboard) 

Members heading out on an excursion may also place the informa on on the white board. 

Lake Fergus Report: 

Terry Horan, who made his first trip to Lake Fergus this year provided an excellent report. He 
was guided by Gary Baird on what to look for and use and found the fishing very rewarding. 
He landed 14 fish. Saturday was idyllic, but Sunday became very windy. He no ced that the 
windier it got the closer the fish went to the shore. 

Longford Park Basic Fly-Fishing Class: 

Jimmy reported that heavy rains and cold weather greeted the class. Many students were 
prepared showing courage with only a small amount not showing up on the day. Those that 
a ended were invited along to the next class. 

Penstock Lagoon Fly Fishing Class: 

Bill reported that the day was very cold and windy. Nine students a ended with George im-
pressing all with catching a fish early. Bill indicated that some had not progressed their fly 
fishing since the basic course and there may be some enhancements to that course to cater 
for this type of fishing in the future. He thanked all the members for a ending on the day. 

Penstock ‘One Fly’ (10th December) BYO Lunch; Fish 9:00am – 4:30pm - $5 cost 

LWC (24-28th January) Lake Wadleys area 

Li le Pine Lagoon ‘Pine Plunder’ 21st Jan BYO lunch; Fish 9:00am – 4:30pm. 

Li le Pine Lagoon ‘Cane Day’ 22nd Jan 10:00am – 4:30pm. Tim Fitzallen is the coordinator and 
there are a possible 6 starters. 

The President noted that it would be common courtesy for those that have nominated to go 
to any ou ng to contact the coordinator if they cannot a end on the day. 

Other General Business: 

Nil 

Fishing Reports: 

The duns are now in abundance at Penstock Lagoon with fish taking them readily. 

Fish in the upper North Esk River were taking dry flies early, then nymphs later in the day. The 
water is clear with a good flow. 

Club Raffles: 

Peter Hazelwood drew the night’s raffle with Steve Charles the lucky recipient. 
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General Mee ng Minutes (cont’d) 

Next Mee ng: 

February 1st - Club night 

In closing the President wished everyone a happy and safe Christmas. 

Mee ng Closed: 8:15pm 

Tribute to Cliff Oliver 1934-2022 

It is with great sadness and infinite regret that we learned of 
the passing of Cliff Oliver. I have known and fished with Cliff 
since the very early 70’s and we seemed to fit in very nicely 
during all our fishing trips ~ and they were many! 

Cliff enjoyed Penstock in par cular and he caught his biggest 
fish of six pounds on an emerger off the shore just in front of 
the shack. He even forgave me when I powered the boat 
onto a submerged stump in Grassy precipita ng Cliff into a 
metre of weedy water. “Why did you do that!!” was his ago-

nized query as he emerged like Neptune.  All was truly forgiven that night, over a steak, a 
Red or two and one of Dot’s apple crumbles.  

The Edith Emily was developed for wet fly fishing at Penstock and Cliff supplied the “wing” 
of this most successful fly from the hat of a deceased Victorian age aunt. The EE s ll gets an 
ou ng at Four Springs on occasion when mudeyes are about. 

Arthur Lakes was another special for us and it was there Cliff’s ‘two bead nymph’ was de-
veloped and used with telling efficiency. The Cowpaddock up to Bob’s Creek were favourite 
shore fisheries at dawn to be followed by the dun hatch later in the Opening and then on to 
Li le Pine for the ‘true’ dun hatch of the a ernoon. 

The Western Lakes, Double Lagoon, Howe’s and Botsford were regularly fished with suc-
cess. 

Cliff’s ‘home water’ was Brumbies Creek ~ being only 30 minutes away.  It was terribly dis-
appoin ng when the Hydro flow regime destroyed one of the most iconic red spinner fish-
eries in the State. The mud has made the majority of Brumbies completely unwadeable and 
even by canoe, fishable areas are now severely restricted. 

Cliff was a respected Club member though night driving restricted his a endance and we 
shall miss Cliff and his though ul comments, and his cheerful acceptance of all the trials 
associated with fly fishing.  

I shall miss him par cularly for a lifelong friendship accepted and so freely given. 

Jim Ferrier. 
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Club Fly Fishing Classes 

¨ Li le Pine Lagoon “Pine Plunder”: (21st January) 

 Peter Berne is the coordinator. Refer December NL. 

¨ Li le Pine Lagoon “Cane Day”: (22nd January) 

 Tim Fitzallen is the coordinator. Refer December NL 

¨ Launceston Walking Club and FFCT joint event (January 24th – 28th). Refer Decem-
ber NL 

 Four Springs Lake “CUAD”: (4th March) 

Club Ou ngs 

¨ Myrtle Park (February 19th, 10:00am - 3:00pm) 

 Coordinator Jimmy Ellenberger. 

Cliff with a fine 6lb Rainbow 
caught in front of the Penstock 
shack. 

Cliff’s 6lb Rainbow 
from Penstock. 

Cliff’s Arthurs Nymph, 
another favourite fly 

Cliff relaxing with a 
wine a er a day on 
the water. 



Payments and club banking Details 
Account: The Fly-Fishers Club of Tasmania 
BSB:   633-000;            ACC: 169922044 

Please ensure that your surname & what the payment is for is included 

at: john.r.quarry47@gmail.com  

Members please check your accounts with Treasurer  - John Quarry 
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For Booking of the Club Shacks go to our website 

www.flyfishersclubo asmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/ 

Remember booking is made only by a phone call 

Photos from our recent ‘Basic Fly Fishing Class’ held at the Longford Green 

On the 13th of November - the weather was cold and wet. 

President Peter Berne (R) welcoming new member Phil Harker 



President: 

Mr. Peter Berne - 0419 764 816 

pres@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Secretary: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Treasurer: 

Mr. John Quarry - 0428 441 321 

John.r.quarry47@gmail.com 

Editor: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Immediate Past President: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Casting Instructor: 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Librarian: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Committee: 

 Mr. Graeme Frankcombe  

Mr. Jack Barker 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Mr George Dale 

Mr Peter Hazelwood  

Vice President: 

Mr. Martin Hingston 

Senior Vice President: 

Mr. Marcus Rae 

Patron: Professor Nigel Forteath 

The Fly Fishers’ Club of  Tasmania Inc. 
Founded 17th August 1955 

Website: www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 
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Facebook Administrator: 

Mr. Jack Barker 


