
Next Club Outings: 

Penstock Lagoon (20th November) - Next Fly Fishing Class. 

Lake Fergus (26-27th November) - Refer Details Nov. NL. 

Penstock ‘One Fly’(10th December) - Refer Details Page 14 

Fly Fishers’ Club of Tasmania Inc.  

Founded 17th August 1955 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 

Coming Up 

Social Night: 

This is our end of year get together. Come along and enjoy 

some nibbles, drinks, great company and maybe win some 

raffles. Bring plenty of change to support the Club. 

There is no General Meeting in January. 

Newsletter - December 2022 

Next General Meeting: 

7:30pm 7th December 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 

Next Committee Meeting: 

7:00pm 14th December 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 
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The Irish Floater 

So named because it floats just under the meniscus. A 
friend of mine calls it ‘The Turd Fly’. This fly is designed and 
tied by me. It is sometimes quite effective during the early 
part of a dun rise, while the trout are taking the rising and emerging nymph. 

The idea is to whack it into the water. It will rise to sit under the meniscus thereby bending 
it up, just as the natural does. This is opposed to a conventional nymph which bends it 
down. 

1. Using a piece of 6mm balsa dowel (available at Bunnings) cut a piece 12 mm long. 

2. File a darning needle flat on two sides and push through centre of dowel. 

3. Place in a drill and spin on high speed. 

4. Using coarse sharp sand paper, sand to desired shape and size. Finish with fine sand-
paper. 

5. Stain to the desired shade of brown. 

6. Place a 14-16 fine wire hook in vice, tie in tail whisks and fine gold braid. Tie off. 

7. With a scalpel cut a fine groove along one side of body and fill groove with five mi-
nute Araldite. (Don’t use Superglue as it goes white when wet.) 

8. Push body down onto the hook and have a coffee until glue is set. 

9. Take up gold braid and make 4 turns toward the eye of the hook. 

10. At this point leave braid hanging weighted down by the hackle pliers and apply a 
coat of clear nail varnish to the whole body. Trim off braid after varnish has 
dried. 

Red Spinner Tales   

Allan Miller’s Red Arse Fly and The Irish floater. 
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Notes:  

1. Make sure body is sealed, including holes in centre where the needle was, as balsa 
will soak up water and then sink. 

2. This fly has, at times been very successful, but I think, no more so than a good pos-
sum emerger. 

3. The trick in tying this fly, made of balsa, is to use a lightweight hook. This enables 
the fly to achieve just a slight buoyancy while at the same time keeping the 
nymph body to a realistic size. 

 

The Red Arse Fly 

This is very simple to tie. It also has worked for me on 
Little Pine but was most effective at Lake Sorell. 

1. Use a size 10 hook. 

2. Dub on as much olive-green seal fur as possible, 
but don’t exceed the width of the gape. 

3. Add a short red tag at the bend of the hook for the tail. 

Have fun. 

Allan Miller 

Written by: Alan Miller.   Copyright 2022, all rights reserved. 

Photography: Jack Barker,and Allan Miller.  
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TROUT CONDITION 

One of the most common questions asked after you have been fishing is “what was 

the condition of the fish”. Most anglers respond with their own visual assessment, 

or “good” if unsure of the quality. Sometimes this is a comparison to their previous 

catches from that same water. 

The condition is influenced by the age of the fish, fullness of stomach and its con-

tents. It is also influenced by the fish’s gender and stage of maturation as noticed in 

females when the eggs are shed. 

A mathematical formula by “Fulton” (1902) was created to quantify the fish condi-

tion. 

K = 10NW/L3 

Where K is the condition factor. For salmonids this value usually falls in the range of 

0.8 to 2.0.  N = 5  W = weight of fish in grams (g) 

L is the length of fish in millimetres (mm) {snout tip to centre of tail fin} 

Some examples are listed below. 

 

POOR quality fish: L = 435mm; W = 700g; K = 0.95

 

GOOD quality fish: L = 400mm; W = 870g; K = 1.36 

Reference: “Fisheries Notes – Condition Factor, K for Salmonid Fish” Charles Barnham PSM 

& Alan Baxter (March 1998). 

Although it is rather small a ready reckoner graph of fish condition is on page 5. 
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President’s Report 

Hello everyone 

I hope we are all enjoying this bout of warmer weather at the moment 
not long now and expect some dry fly action on Penstock and a little later 
Little Pine have to say I’m really looking forward to it. 

I did hear only last night they could be opening up Poatina highway to 
one lane of traffic very soon great news I hope that’s right, I guess we 
take things for granted sometimes. 

Few things regarding Penstock Shack (Noonamena) there is an external 
switch outside near the gas water heater I’m assuming was accidentally turned off a while 
ago this supplies 12v power to the gas heater to function. 

No need to touch this switch please do not touch. 

If you are visiting the shacks and there is an issue or you see something not quite 
right please give me a call on my mobile 0419 764 816  anytime if I can’t solve it we have a 
wealth of experience to tap into. Thanks to John Morwood for being proactive reporting an 
issue with the water pump at Penstock and Jimmy Ellenberger solving the issue all done over 
the phone great result. 

Fly fishing class 13th November at Longford 10.00am due to unavailability of Myrtle Park 
flood damage we have moved this FlyFishing class to the Longford Park oval virtually situat-
ed in the centre of Longford on the Main Street. We have at this point 20 participants and 
club members who have put their hands to help are Bill Greensmith, Jimmy Ellenberger, Jack 
Barker, Charlie Gall and Myself. Whilst the weather forecast for Sunday looks a bit unkind 
we will go ahead they could be wrong. If you find you have time to come out and help on the 
day it would be greatly appreciated, kicks off at 10.00am. 

We have also another unique opportunity for learners as a basic follow up course conducted 
at Penstock Lagoon on Sunday 20th November meeting at Penstock Shack at 900am. So far 
we have 9 people eager starters for a one on one experience with a club member on Pen-
stock Lagoon. We are a little short of club members on the day would really appreciate if 
anyone could help out. Hopefully they may have one lane opened on Poatina by then. 

Please phone Bill Greensmith  0436 033 156  if you can help out. 

Finally most importantly the next general meeting December 7th will be a social night al-
ways a good night we are suppling deli and cheese platters, soft drinks and light beers and of 
course plenty of raffle prizes. Very laid back night a great opportunity to catch up with every-
one and have a yarn. 

See you there, 

Peter Berne—President FFCT 
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Members Gallery 

Alan Miller (1985) with a 6.75lb 

rainbow from Lagoon of Islands 

President Peter Berne (L) and 

Guest Speaker Mark Youngman 
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Joint Outing with the Launceston Walking Club - Lake Lepera 

When: Tue. 24th - Sat 28th January 

Depart: 8:00am 

Coordinator & Contact: Andrew Richman 0418 725 402 

Grade: NT/I 

Trip Limit: N/A 

Map: Jerusalem 1:50 000 

This trip will start from Rocky Lagoon. We will spend 5 days in this magnificent ar-
ea visiting Little Blue Lagoon, Tin Hut Lake, Stumps Lake, Wadleys Lake, Zig Zag 
Lakes and Lake Lepera. Bring along your fishing rod and a good book for a relaxing 
summer trip. 

CLUB OUTINGS 

Are you keen to get out your old or new cane rod and fish Little Pine for a Day in 

January? 

The Fly Fishers’ Club of Tasmania is keen to continue to revive an old tradition of 

fishing with cane rods on Little Pine. Last year we supported a cane day revival with 

participants from around the state and mainland. On Sunday, January 22nd, 2023 

we will host another day. The day will start at 10.00am and conclude at 4.30pm.  

Please register at the Fly Fishers’ Club shack, Noonamena at Little Pine by 9.45am 

A BBQ will follow at the club shack with the presentation of a bottle of Whisky to 

the angler with the lucky participation number. Dress up in your old tweeds and 

deer stalkers if you wish or your normal gear. 

Club members, friends of club members and anglers from other clubs and keen fly 

fishers are warmly welcome. A charge of $5.00 for entry will be made to help with 

catering. If interested or attending please contact Chris Crawford at 

clcrawford@netspace.net.au or Secretary Richard Hawley, via email at 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au. 

We would love you to come along, compare cane rods and fish. 

Look forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:clcrawford@netspace.net.au?subject=Cane%20Day
mailto:secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au?subject=Cane%20Day
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Minutes of the General Meeting Held at Chant Street on 

Wednesday 2nd of November 2022 

Club Outing - Little Pine Lagoon 
 

Our annual event the “Little Pine Plunder” will be taking place soon. This time we 
will be incorporating fly casting sessions to enhance existing members fishing ar-
moury as well as introducing potential members to the art of casting to fish. 
Members are encouraged to bring along their guests, whether they are experi-
enced fly fishers or novices - all are welcome. 

DATE: 21st January 
TIME: 9:00 am. 
LOCATION POINT: NOONAMENA 
CONTACT: PETER BERNE (0419 764 816) 

 Or the SECRETARY 
There is a perpetual trophy handed to the most successful angler on the day. 
Members will be available to meet the potential members throughout the weekend 
to introduce them to the art of fly fishing. 
The event ends at 5:30pm, where the events of the day are discussed over a cool 
drink and a barbeque – BYO. 
Confirmations are to be received by the 7th January. 

MEETING OPENED:  7:30pm. 

Welcome:  

President Peter Berne welcomed the 23 members and 1 guest to the November meeting. 
He recommended that all mobile devices be turned off or placed on to silent. 

Apologies:  

Gary & Katie Baird, Peter Hazelwood, Stuart Walsh, Don Sweatman, Robin Camilleri 

Names of Guests: 

Phil Harker 
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Guest Speaker: 

The President introduced Mark Youngman to the members. Mark recently attended the 
World Masters Fly Fishing Championships in Italy as a competitor and as Team Manager. 

Mark was one of the 5 anglers that represented Australia. He noted that the rivers were sur-
rounded by very high mountains with amazing scenery. The fish that could be caught were 
grayling, brown, marble, rainbow and a hybrid trout (brown/marble). Many fish caught were 
small with a minimum size of 20cm only recorded. A license fee of $30 was needed to be pur-
chased each day to fish the allocated small beats in the morning which then changed for the 
afternoon session. A dry fly with a nymph dropper, or a 2 nymph system accompanied by 
European nymphing technique was the most successful method. Even though some fish 
would take the dry fly there were no insects visible. 

Following a series of questions and a slide show the President along with the members pre-
sent thanked Mark for his most comprehensive presentation. 

 Appreciation: 

The President expressed the Club’s appreciation to: 

The members that attended the fly-fishing class at St Patricks College. 

Jimmy Ellenberger for installing a support cradle for the water pump accumulator tank at 
Koongara. 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The Secretary moved the minutes, that appeared in the last newsletter was a representative 
record of that meeting, seconded by Norm King – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 

Correspondence (since last meeting):  

Inwards: 

1. BOD, GFFC, VFFA – (email) Club newsletter. 

2. David Ikediffe – (email) Links to Hydro & Tas Irrigation websites. 

3. InTas – (email) Granting extension for insurance payment. 

4. Allgoods – (email) Accepting role as guest speaker in May. 

5. Paul Middleton (IFS) – (email) Accepting role as guest speaker in June. 

6. Ian Webb – (email) Shack booking sheets October. 

General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Outwards: 

1. David Ikediffe – (email) Appreciation for guest speaker role. 

2. InTas – (email) Requesting extension for insurance payment. 

3. Ian Webb – (email) Current listing of members for shack bookings. 

4. Statewide Embroidery – (email) Order of extra cloth Club badges. 

5. Allgoods – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in May. 

6. Paul Middleton (IFS) – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in June. 

7. Gary France (AAT, IFAC) – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in July. 

8. Jules Stevens – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in August. 

The Secretary moved that the inward correspondence was accepted; and outward was ap-
proved seconded by Chris Crawford – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising:  

Inwards 3 & Outwards 2 – will be discussed in general business. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Expenses:  $ 280.04 (Webb’s vouchers $150) 

Income:     $ 1089.34 (Shack rent $385; Penstock fly course $280; Membership $165; October 
meeting $259.25) 

Bendigo:    $ 12,658.81 

Petty Cash: $ 100.00 

Cash Book: $ 12,626.81 

The Treasurer moved the Treasurer’s report for acceptance, seconded by Martin Hingston – 
and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

There have been 4 participants that have paid for the fly-fishing class at Penstock Lagoon. 

General Business: 

Chairman's Lead: 

Club Insurance: 

The payment for approval of our insurance (because it is greater than $2000) was not raised 
at the last general meeting which was due on the 14th of October. An extension by InTas was 
granted until just after this general meeting so it could be discussed. 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

The payment value of $4500 is largely made up of the premium of $2879.79 and $806.34 Fire 
levy and $777.72 in taxes. An annual increase of just over $400. 

Peter Berne moved the motion, seconded by Jimmy Ellenberger that the Club accept and in-
struct the Treasurer to pay the insurance bill. This motion was carried unanimously. 

Just some reminders for the members: 

The President reminded the members 

of the ‘fly bowl’ which provides good value of flies at $1 each. 

Send photos and articles of outings to the editor for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Club Outings: (on whiteboard) 

Members heading out on an excursion may also place the information on the white board. 

Lake Fergus (26-27th November) – limited to 10 vehicles. 

Myrtle Park Basic Fly-Fishing Class (13th November) 

This class was rescheduled due to the recent flooding. The President will confirm if Myrtle 
Park is still available, if not he will contact the NMC for use of the Longford Park. 

Penstock Lagoon Fly Fishing Class (20th November) 

Penstock ‘One Fly’ (10th December) BYO Lunch; Fish 9:00am – close 

LWC (24-28th January) Lake Wadleys area 

Little Pine Lagoon ‘Pine Plunder’ 21st Jan 

Little Pine Lagoon ‘Cane Day’ 22nd Jan 

St Patricks College: (Oct. 28th) 

Chris reported that the weather was very poor for the last class of the year. He will receive 
next year’s class dates in the new year. 

Club Shacks: 

Penstock 

The President noted that there are 2 large boxes placed on the front porch. One is the old 
blanket box which can be discarded, the other belongs to somebody. 

The placement of these boxes not only reduces the efficiency of the porch but could become 
a potential fire hazard. Both need to be removed or relocated. 

Due to illegal culling of deer the first gate (across the canal) is now locked, the middle gate is 
the unlocked one. 



Page 13 

General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

The gate to enter Hollis Banks remains locked. 

Other General Business: 

Cliff Oliver has handed his fly-tying gear to the Club for sale. With some proceeds donated to 
the Club. 

John Stagg presented a ‘Notice of motion’ for consideration to the President that the 
minutes of the committee meeting be published in the monthly club newsletter. 

This will be discussed at the next committee meeting. 

John Stagg reported that Jack Windsor is in good spirits and wanting to come home. 

Fishing Reports: 

Due to the heavy rains causing many of the rivers to flood the members have been finding 
great success at local impoundments. 

Lake Crescent, 4 Springs Lake, Arthurs Lake, Lake Leake, Little Pine Lagoon and Lake Echo 
visits have resulted in good catches. 

For those that have a temperature gauge, the magic number is 8 degrees (or better) in the 
water at Arthurs Lake. 

A fur fly brought tailing trout undone at Lake Echo. 

Club Raffles:  

The night’s raffle was drawn by Mark Youngman and won by Jesse Campling. 

Next Meeting: 

Will be our end of year social night on December 7th there will be raffles, foods and drinks – 
bring plenty of change. 

Meeting Closed: 9:30 pm 
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Club Fly Fishing Classes 

 Lake Fergus: (26th - 27th November) - Details in Nov. NL. 

 Penstock Lagoon “One Fly”: (10th December) 

  Our annual event at Penstock Lagoon where each member will nominate 

their fly to catch a special trout. The angler closest to the nominated size 

wins on the day. A nominal charge of $5 “day rate cover” is all that is re-

quired. Confirmations are required to the Secretary by the 27th of Novem-

ber. Martin Hingston is the coordinator. 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Pine Plunder”: (21st January) 

 Peter Berne is the coordinator. Details Page 9. 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Cane Day”: (22nd January) 

 Tim Fitzallen is the coordinator. Details Page 8 

 Launceston Walking Club and FFCT joint event (January 24th – 28th) 

 Details Page 8 ; Andrew Richman is the coordinator. 

 Four Springs Lake “CUAD”: (4th March) 

Club Outings 

 Longford Park (November 13th, 10:00am - 3:00pm) 

 Coordinator Jimmy Ellenberger; Access via Archer St. 

 Penstock Lagoon (November 20th, 9:45am - 3:00pm) 

 Assist Bill Greensmith providing tuition to novice fly fishers. 



Payments and club banking Details 
Account: The Fly-Fishers Club of Tasmania 
BSB:   633-000;            ACC: 169922044 

Please ensure that your surname & what the payment is for is included 

at: john.r.quarry47@gmail.com  

Members please check your accounts with Treasurer  - John Quarry 
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For Booking of the Club Shacks go to our website 

Koongara Noonamena 

Club Library 

Members are reminded to take full advantage of our comprehensive 

selection of books and DVD’s that are available in the library. 

If you are intending to visit an unknown water, or after a particular fly 

pattern, or just researching our Club history you will find 

the answer there. 

Contact our librarian - Jimmy Ellenberger. 

www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/ 

Remember booking is made only by a phone 

mailto:john.r.quarry47@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
http://www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/


President: 

Mr. Peter Berne - 0419 764 816 

pres@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Secretary: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Treasurer: 

Mr. John Quarry - 0428 441 321 

John.r.quarry47@gmail.com 

Editor: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Immediate Past President: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Casting Instructor: 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Librarian: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Committee: 

 Mr. Graeme Frankcombe  

Mr. Jack Barker 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Mr George Dale 

Mr Peter Hazelwood  

Vice President: 

Mr. Martin Hingston 

Senior Vice President: 

Mr. Marcus Rae 

Patron: Professor Nigel Forteath 

The Fly Fishers’ Club of  Tasmania Inc. 
Founded 17th August 1955 

Website: www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 

Page 16 

Facebook Administrator: 

Mr. Jack Barker 

mailto:pres@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au?subject=Membership
mailto:secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au?subject=Membership
mailto:john.r.quarry47@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
mailto:secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au?subject=Membership
http://www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au

