
Next Club Outings: 

Friday 28th October - St Patricks College Class - Refer Details Page 14 

Lake Fergus (26-27th November) - Refer Details Page 15 

Penstock ‘One Fly’(10th December) 

Fly Fishers’ Club of Tasmania Inc.  

Founded 17th August 1955 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 

Coming Up 

Guest Speaker:  

Mark Youngman  

Attended the World Masters Fly Fishing Championships in Italy and 
as Team Manager. 

Mark will reveal how he prepared, the process to get there and how 
the team faired along with experiences learnt. 

Newsletter - November 2022 

Next General Meeting: 

7:30pm 2nd November 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 

Next Committee Meeting: 

7:00pm 9th November 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 
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Red Spinner Tales   

Allan Miller Story, his Red Arse Fly and The Irish floater. 

At 13 years of age, I was on one end of a cross-cut saw with 
my father on the other end. We were cutting and splitting 
fence posts in the bush near the upper part of Trout Creek 
in the foothills of Mt. Barrow. With us this day was an old 
gentleman wood turner by the name of Talbot, who was 
fossicking for burls etc., suitable for his work. 

Note: Google Earth now calls this creek “Coquet Creek”. 

After lunch and a welcome mug of billy tea, Mr Talbot said to me, “come with me boy”. As 
we headed off over to the creek he cut a thin piece of dogwood, attached about 3m of ny-
lon line and about a size 8 hook. Also, on the way he kicked over a few old logs and collect-
ed a match box of worms. 

The creek in this area was a series of small waterfalls of about 1–2 metres in height, falling 
into a frothing boil then spreading out into a crystal-clear pool. With a single worm loosely 
threaded onto the hook he would flick it up into the froth and bang! A trout was on. In 
about half an hour he caught several lovely plump fish of about 300gm. 

From that day on I was HOOKED! 

A few days later we had some heavy rain and with a nice spate in the creek I took myself 
back there armed with worms, and an old cane spinning rod. Well, the trout were in a feed-
ing frenzy and in less than one hour I had 12 beautiful brown trout of about the usual size 
for that creek. 

In the ensuing few years I dabbled with the worm and occasionally the spinner. I didn't 
have much success with the spinner, probably because I didn't persist with it long enough. 

At the age of 16 I signed into a carpentry & joinery apprenticeship with WW Purse & Sons, 
during which my interest was diverted from angling to motorbikes and girls! After com-
pleting my apprenticeship, I went on a working trip around Australia, working in Kondinin 
and Geraldton, WA, and in Darwin, NT. I returned to Tasmania in 1956. 

In 1960 I met and married my dear wife, Lynette, who has now put up with me and my fly-
fishing obsession for 62 years. We have 3 daughters, Kim, Maree and Leanne. They don't fly 
fish. 

In 1966 I went back to night school and studied detail design drafting. I commenced work in 
the City Engineers Department at the Launceston Council where I continued for 30 years, 
with the final 10 years as Chief Draftsman, managing eight draftsmen. 

Around 1970 I went on a number of fishing trips with my elder brother who was a grub fish-
er.  
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We used to catch quite a lot, but as the grub is not very successful until dark, it meant 
spending cold nights by a smoky fire.  

One late afternoon while waiting for the dark and time to set 
up with the grub, I took my spinning rod along to the next bay 
in Arthurs Lake and proceeded to spin. As evening approached 
fish started to rise, forever out in front and then, as I worked 
my way out, even in behind me and the shore. Though I flogged 
the water to froth with my small Celta they wouldn't even look at it. (I now realise that what 
I witnessed that evening was a good caddis rise). In disgust I returned to the camp fire and 
said to my brother, “when I get home, I'm buying a fly rod”. This I did, and from that day to 
this I have never touched a worm or a spinner. 

In 1973 armed with a new Jarvis Walker carbon fly rod and a Streamcraft net I spent the next 
12 months teaching myself to cast and fish. I didn't know any fly fishermen – there weren’t 
many around in those days. Then one morning I caught my first trout on a dry fly – an Iron 
Blue Dun. Well, I was then doubly hooked. 

Also, in 1973 I attended a fly-fishing class run by Don Gilmour. He imparted to us a compre-
hensive insight into not only the way to find fish and the ways to catch them, but also the 
philosophy of dedicated fly fishers. Also, around this time I attended a fly tying class by Noel 
Jetson who taught the basics of fly tying. I have not bought a fly in 50 years. 

At these classes I became friends with David Wayne, a former FFCT member (now de-
ceased). Together we explored the highlands, both learning how and where to catch fish. We 
often would leave home at 3am Saturday morning and be on the shore ready to spot the 
first tailer at dawn. 

Tumbledown at Arthurs was a favourite hunting ground where we had good catches by pre-
senting either a black nymph or a black beetle about a metre ahead of a tailer; leaving it in-
ert on the bottom and just waiting for the cast to move. We would often each have 5 or 6 
fish of about 1kg by about 8 am when the fish usually left the shore for deeper water. At this 
point we would move on to other waters such as Little Pine, Western Lakes, Echo, Woods, or 
Lake Sorell. 

One morning we left Tumbledown and on arriving at Little Pine at the boat ramp we decided 
to clean the fish. We had probably about 10 or 11 fish lying out on the grass when Don Gil-
mour arrived in his boat from the western shore with some of his fellow anglers. As he ap-
proached the shore, with his eyes sticking out like dog’s assets he shouted, “where did you 
get all those?” We did not lie, we just said, “we have only been here about an hour”. 

David Wayne had an International Scout 4WD. On opening day of August about 1974, we, 
inexperienced as we were, headed into Lake Kaye. After driving over ice much of the way we 
were unable to even wet a line – the lake was frozen over. Idiots!! 

I bought an old 1956 VW beetle. I reconditioned the engine and fitted step down gearboxes 
from a very early model VW combi van on each of the back wheels. These lowered all gear 



Page 4 

ratios by 1.4 to 1. This resulted in greatly increased pulling power, while still being able to 
comfortably cruise at 50mph. I also fabricated step down stub axles for the front wheels. 
This setup gave the vehicle 12 inches of uninterrupted ground clearance. (Most large 4WD's 
have only 9 inches to the diff.) With large back tyres fitted with chains, this vehicle would, 
and did, go just about anywhere - in mud, swamp and snow. Many times this vehicle was 
seen in many parts of the highlands in places where no self-respecting VW beetle should be. 

One morning while waddling up the side of Lake So-
rell to Robinsons Marsh, we came upon an old army 
jeep bogged to the axles with all four wheels spinning 
in the mud. I had the temerity to pull up beside and 
ask if I could give him a tow. To which a very vehe-
ment reply came back, “no I will get the bastard out if 
it’s the last thing I do”. So without the need to even 
rev the motor, we waddled away and went fishing. 

Robinsons Marsh, an area of many acres of weedy 
water about one metre deep, was a magic place. 
At tadpole time one could observe the grass 
above shallow water parting as a fish worked slowly through. The difficulty was to get your 
fly into a gap where it could be seen by that fish. Further out we had great success with my 
fly we called the “Red Arse”.  After dropping this fly into a hole in the weeds and just letting 
it sink, sometimes when attempting to lift off and try another hole, it would not come out. It 
was half way down the throat of a 2-3kg fish. I have many vivid memories of this fishing par-
adise. 

In around 1974 I was accepted into The Fly Fishers Club of Tasmania (FFCT), and shortly after 
was elected onto the committee where I served for about 30 consecutive years including 
one year as President. 

In later years I had many happy and productive fishing days with Jim Ferrier, Max Bertram, 
George Harding, Ross Frankcombe, Brian Carroll, and numerous others. 

Jim Ferrier and I enjoyed fishing Penstock and were successful in getting two leasehold 
blocks on the eastern shore on which we each built a shack. 

Eventually we and five others (including the FFCT) formed a group and were able to buy the 
33ha block under a Tenants in Common Freehold Agreement. As a new name for this prop-
erty was under consideration, Lynette and I suggested the name “Hollis Banks” which was 
unanimously accepted. 

After 42 happy years at Penstock, I eventually sold my freehold there to another small syndi-
cate of three people whom I am extremely pleased are the new owners. I am confident they 
will love, care for, and enjoy the place as we did.  

I don't fish a lot nowadays as I'm approaching 90, although I still enjoy an occasional trip in 
the boat with my good friend Phil Lebski. 

Brian Carroll and The Indestructible Beetle 
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During my fishing life I have come to the belief that fly fish-
ing is not about the weight of meat in the bag. It’s about the 
hunt and then the fooling and hooking a trout. Sure, we all 
like to catch a few. But any day on the water has its rewards, 
regardless of the fish caught - the natural beauty of our sur-
roundings, friendships, comradeship, experiences shared. 

I have two of my own flies to share with you, both of which I 
have enjoyed success with over the years. 

 
Written by: Alan Miller.   Copyright 2022, all rights reserved. 

Photography: Jack Barker, Muriel Rollins and Allan Miller.  

    Vale – Brian Carroll 

 

The Club notes with sadness, the passing of Brain Carroll, who joined 

the Club in June 1978 and passed on the 7th of September 2022 be-

cause of a tragic accident. 

Brian joined the Fly Fisher’s Club of Tasmania in June 1978 and be-

came a Committeeman and Treasurer in 1980 holding that role until 1985, then Vice Presi-

dent in 1986 & 1987 and completing his role on the committee in 1988. He became an hon-

orary member in July 2022. 

When Brian attended Club-meetings he was always prepared with newsletter and pen in 

hand to direct questions to the executive, or editor. 

He was affectionally called the "Court Jester" after working for many years with the local 

magistrate court system. 

Brian was a keen fisherman who enjoyed hiking to remote waters with Club members and 

highland waters – particularly Lake Sorell. 

Sincere condolences to Gayle and daughter Deanne. 

Alan’s Flies will be described in the following  newsletter. 

For those that cannot wait refer to the link below. 

www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/allan-miller-story-his-red-arsed-fly-

the-irish-floater/ 

http://www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/allan-miller-story-his-red-arsed-fly-the-irish-floater/
http://www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/allan-miller-story-his-red-arsed-fly-the-irish-floater/
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President’s Report 

Hello everyone 

Firstly I would just like to this opportunity once again to welcome 
three new members into the club  Keith Blewett, Stuart Walsh and 
Norm King. 

Over the past 12 months we have had the pleasure of welcoming a 
total of  ten new members into the club certainly a healthy situa-
tion in regards to membership. 

It has been brought to the committee’s attention a large wooden box has been 
placed on the veranda at the Penstock shack and filled with wood also an amount of 
newspapers and cardboard for the purpose of lighting the fire. 

Unfortunately whilst this is very generous for somebody to do this it could be a po-
tential fire risk to the shack and we will have to remove it. 

It was always our intention to keep the veranda clear of obstructions at all times this 
gives us enough room undercover to accommodate member gatherings. 

At this point in time we don’t know who has done this if they could contact us that 
would be good. 

There is a wood box inside the shack with firelighters. 

Those who didn’t attend the last general missed an excellent presentation by David 
Ikedife who is the Senior Aquatic Scientist for Hydro TAS. 

David talked about Little Pine Lagoon,Brontë Lagoon and Penstock all of high interest 
on the night. 

The points of interest were the fluctuations of water levels and how they control and 
monitor the levels. 

Unfortunately the fly casting day scheduled for Sunday  October 16th had to can-
celled due to flood waters at Myrtle park and rescheduled for Sunday November 
13th. 

Hope to catch with everyone at our next general meeting. 

 

Peter Berne - President The FlyFisher’s Club of Tasmania. 
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New Member Norm King New Member Stuart Walsh 

New Member Scott James 

Members Gallery 

Graeme Frankcombe (Left) presented with 

his life membership certificate by Jimmy 

Ellenberger (IPP) 
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Minutes of the General Meeting Held at Chant Street on 

Wednesday 5th of October 2022 

MEETING OPENED:  7:35pm. 

Welcome:  

President Peter Berne welcomed the 23 members and 3 guests to the October meeting. He 
recommended that all mobile devices be turned off or placed on to silent. 

Apologies: 

Gary & Katie Baird, Peter Hazelwood, Jack Barker, Philip Harker, Graeme Frankcombe, 
James Doherty, Don Sweatman 

Names of Guests: 

Keith Blewett, Stuart Walsh, Norm King 

Guest Speaker: 

David Ikedife - David is the Senior Aquatic Scientist for Hydro Tas. 

The topics that he discussed were: 

Impoundment water levels - particularly at Little Pine Lagoon and Bronte Lagoon as they 
were the most queried by anglers. He noted that the big level drop in last summer/autumn 
was due to evaporation. A new interactive way of knowing when there is a change in water 
levels due to spills, releases, or low flows will soon be available. Once you have registered 
this ‘water alert’ when triggered will appear on your mobile phone. 

Updates to Arthurs Lake – From discussions with Christopher Bassano the fishing reports 
indicate that this water is fishing better that last year. The Jonah & Pumphouse Bay camp-
ing grounds are closed for maintenance. More information can be viewed at: https://
connect.hydro.com.au/arthurs-lake 

Bluegong Dam – This is a “Tasmanian Irrigation” project where they will draw the water 
from drop 1 or 2 from the tailrace and pipe for the Northern Midlands Scheme. 

David then discussed the other projects that the Hydro are planning to do. 

These can be viewed on - https://connect.hydro.com.au 

The President led the members in congratulating David on a fantastic and comprehensive 
presentation.  

Appreciation: 

The President expressed his appreciation to: 

- Peter Hazelwood for his role as past treasurer and ably assisting our new one – John 

https://connect.hydro.com.au/arthurs-lake
https://connect.hydro.com.au/arthurs-lake
https://connect.hydro.com.au
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Quarry. 

- John Quarry for updating the Club’s trophy. 

- Jimmy Ellenberger for completing the Life membership certificate. 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The Secretary moved the minutes that appeared in the last newsletter was a representative 
record of that meeting, seconded by Chris Crawford – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 

Correspondence (since last meeting):  

Inwards: 

1. VFFA, TFTC, SAFFA, BOD, GFFC – (email) Club newsletters. 

2. Central Highlands Council – Planning application for boat ramp & jetty at Little Pine. 

3. Nigel Forteath – (email) Accepting role of guest speaker in March. 

4. Sport & Recreation – (email) Get Active in the North registration. 

5. Chris McMonagle (Parks) – (email) Lake Augusta gate is open. 

6. Anne Bellette – (email) Great Lake Tie-in agenda. 

7. InTas – (email) Invitation to renew buildings insurance. 

Outwards: 

1. Stuart Walsh, Norm King, Keith Blewett – Letters of acceptance as new members. 

2. Dept Of Justice CA&FT – (email) Club’s audited report. 

3. Rob Fifield (NWFFC) – (email) Invitation to attend our Club outings in December & 
January. 

4. Nigel Forteath – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in March. 

5. Sport & Recreation – (email) Registration to Get Active booklet. 

6. David Ikedife – (email) Confirmation of equipment for meeting. 

The Secretary moved that the inward correspondence was accepted; and outward was ap-
proved, seconded by Terry Horan – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Expenses:  $ 166.35 (Consumer affairs $68) 

Income:     $ 610.10 (Shack rent $275, EFF $200) 

Bendigo:    $ 11,817.51 

Petty Cash: $ 100.00 

Cash Book: $ 11,483.23 

Prior to moving the Treasurer’s report, the Treasurer acknowledged the work done by Peter 
Hazelwood and Alan Styles in helping him understand the work involved. 

John then moved the Treasurer’s report for acceptance, seconded by John Stagg – and car-
ried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 

General Business: 

Chairman's Lead: 

New Members: 

The President along with the members inducted and welcomed 3 new members to the Club. 

The new members are Norm King #443, Keith Blewett # 481 and Stuart Walsh #482; each 
were provided with their customary gifts. 

The President reminded the members 

of the ‘fly bowl’ which provides good value of flies at $1 each. 

Send photos and articles of outings to the editor for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Club Outings: (on whiteboard) 

Members heading out on an excursion may also place the information on the white board. 

October 

16th Myrtle Park (10:00am - 3:00pm) 

Currently there are 20 students enrolled, with thanks to Mike Stevens’s advertising. Mike 
indicated that he has received nothing but valuable feedback from all the past students. 

Members that will assist on the day are Jimmy Ellenberger, Bill Greensmith, Peter Berne, 
John Quarry, Bob Binns and Marcus Rae. 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

22nd Four Springs BYO lunch. There will be a bbq for use if required. 

28th St Patricks College (11:15am – 12:55pm) 

Chris Crawford indicated that the usual contingent of members will attend on the day and 
stressed that he was not happy with the Committee’s decision to reduce the number of clas-
ses to 1. 

Some suggestions for improvement included an education officer to oversee the roles and 
seconded helpers from other Clubs. 

Following a lengthy discussion; it was resolved that the committee will revisit this item. 

November - 26-27th Lake Fergus – limited to 10 vehicles. 

December - 10th Penstock ‘One Fly’ BYO Lunch; Fish 9:00am – close 

January 

21st Little Pine Lagoon – ‘Pine Plunder’ 

22nd Little Pine Lagoon – ‘Cane Day’ 

24-28th Lake Wadleys area with the Launceston Walking Club.  

Fee Reviews: 

The members were informed that the membership and Shack rental fees will stay the same 
for now - but will be reviewed in May 2023. 

Other General Business: 

The Club has not received yet any ballot papers for the upcoming council elections. 

Fishing Reports: 

Arthurs Lake is currently fishing well. 

Lake Crescent water is clear, and the fishing is exceptional with ‘zonkers’ and ‘woolly bug-
gers’ the best flies to use in the shallows. Keeping the captured fish below the water level is 
the difficult part. 

At Four Springs there are plenty of mayflies and the fish are attracted to them. 

Club Raffles: 

Keith Blewett drew the night’s raffle which was won by George Dale. 

Next Meeting: 

November 2nd – Mark Youngman (WFFC) 

Meeting Closed: 9:30pm 
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Club Fly Fishing Classes 

 Lake Fergus: (26th - 27th November) 

 Penstock Lagoon “One Fly”: (10th December) 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Pine Plunder”: (21st January) 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Cane Day”: (22nd January) 

 Launceston Walking Club and FFCT joint event (January 

24th – 28th) 

 Four Springs Lake “CUAD”: (4th March) 

Club Outings 

 St Patricks College (October 28th, 11:15am - 12:55pm) 

 Coordinator Chris Crawford; Access via Peel St West. 

 Penstock Lagoon (November 20th, 9:45am - 3:00pm) 

 Assist Bill Greensmith providing tuition to novice fly fishers. 

Davis Ikediffe & President Peter 



Payments and club banking Details 
Account: The Fly-Fishers Club of Tasmania 
BSB:   633-000;            ACC: 169922044 

Please ensure that your surname & what the payment is for is included 

at: john.r.quarry@gmail.com  

Members please check your accounts with Treasurer  - John Quarry 
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For Booking of the Club Shacks go to our website 

Koongara Noonamena 

www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/ 

Club Outing - Lake Fergus 
 

Our annual event at Lake Fergus will be taking place soon. 
Members are encouraged to book early as there is only a maximum of 15 places 

available and limited to 10 vehicles. 
The departure location and times are: 

DATE: 26th November 
TIME: 8:30 am. 
LOCATION POINT: NOONAMENA 
CONTACT: The SECRETARY (0429 888 687) 

  
The event ends at 2:30pm on the Sunday 27th, when we will all leave in convoy 
back to the Marlborough Road. 
Confirmations are to be received by the Secretary on the 2nd November. 

mailto:john.r.quarry47@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter
http://www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/
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Facebook Administrator: 

Mr. Jack Barker 
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