
Next Club Outings: 

Sunday 16th October -  Myrtle Park Class - Refer Details page 15 

Saturday 22nd October -  Four Springs Lake - Refer Details page 6 

Friday 28th October - St Patricks College Class - Refer Details page 15 

Fly Fishers’ Club of Tasmania Inc.  

Founded 17th August 1955 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 

Coming Up 

Guest Speaker: David Ikedife 

David is the Senior Aquatic Scientist for Hydro Tas. 

The many topics that he may discuss are: 

Impoundment water levels; Updates to Arthurs Lake & Battery of 
the Nation; Irrigation dam at Bluegong. 

Newsletter - October 2022 

Next General Meeting: 

7:30pm 5th October 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 

Next Committee Meeting: 

7:00pm 12th October 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 
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Fly Fishing NT Style May/June 2022 (by Terry Horan) 
In May my wife Fiona and I flew to the Northern Territory to visit our daughter Frances, son 
Patrick and his partner Sarah, who all live in Katherine. 
Our three week trip started with a chartered days fishing from Dundee Beach, south of Dar-
win. The charter was organized by Frances and Fiona as a Xmas gift to me. I am very lucky. 
Patrick decided to come along and keep me company and hopefully latch onto a big Barra.  
We were to fish the Finnis River for the day but with quite a strong sea breeze the guide 
decided the Little Finnis would be a better proposition, about a twenty minute boat ride 
across the bay from the boat ramp. Prior to our trip our guide was made aware that Patrick 
and I were fly fishermen and we would provide our own rods, reels and flies. But on the day 
we were in the company of two other anglers and paying clients who were spin fishers, so 
our guide asked could we use a bait caster and spinning reels. He provided all the gear and 
called the shots. We had our fly rods on the boat but we were not given an opportunity, 
much to Patrick’s and my dismay. We were sure we may have had success, as we could see 
moving fish, especially early in the morning and on the run out tide. It gave us both a real 
talking point over the next couple of weeks.  
Unfortunately no one landed a fish that day, let alone a barramundi.  
But great company, bird life, crocs and the amazing landscape, helped make it a memorable 
outing. We returned empty handed and the ladies looked more disappointed than us. They 
had been planning a Barra bbq and Barra Burgers for dinner. Luckily the Dundee Beach 
Lodge had a table for us. We had dinner with new friends that evening. Patrick and I had 
found a common interest with fellow charter client, Duncan Faulds from Western Australia. 
Duncan and his wife Fiona joined us for dinner under the stars. Duncan is a very keen trout 
fishermen, and has spent his career with WA fisheries. As Fiona and I plan to go to WA next 
year to walk the Bibbulmun Track, I asked Duncan was it worth carrying a fly rod for the 
1,000km trek. As a fisheries officer and in charge of the WA trout hatchery as a part of his 
responsibilities, he assured me, it would.  

From L-R, Patrick, Fiona, Frances, Terry at Dundee Beach NT 
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We camped another night at Dundee Beach and the next morning Patrick and I fly fished off 
the beach for Barramundi. As the sea is also home to saltwater crocodiles I hugged the rock 
bars, not wanting to go from hunter to hunted. I caught Rock Cod on my own fly pattern 
( Wallaby mullet fly ) but no Barramundi. Patrick also caught several Rock Cod on fly and 
chased a good Barra, but wisely decided to retreat from the surf as the fish moved out wider. 
It was Patrick’s partner Sarah’s birthday and she loves fishing. Sarah landed a 50cm barra-
mundi. What a way to start her birthday.  
The next weekend Patrick and Terry packed the car, hooked up the boat and headed off for a 
three day outing to Corroboree Billabong, about a three hour drive north from Katherine past 
Humpty Doo, towards Kakadu. Its on the Mary River system and is a great fishery and wet-
lands. It is a haven for not only fishers but also bird watchers, naturalists and crocodile enthu-
siasts. It has the highest population of saltwater crocodiles per area, in Australia. The bird life 
was truly amazing and we saw a lot of crocodiles.  
Most anglers target Barramundi here, on the run off, after the wet. We were a bit late in the 
season for the runoff on this visit. Patrick and Sarah had fished at Corroboree about a month 
earlier and caught feeding barramundi on fly. As the water was cooling down (27°C) we had 
tied up quite a few lead weighted and dumbbell eye flies to get down deeper to where the 
Barra were dwelling. 
Barramundi like the water temperature to be above 28°C to be feeding actively. We did hook 
a couple of Barramundi but did not land one.  
We targeted our main fishing sessions for dawn and dusk. Sundown to last light gave us the 
most fish. We would have fished into the dark but the crocodiles worried us, so we were off 
the water by dark. We were targeting barramundi down deeper, but caught tarpon (ox-eye 
herring)on nearly every cast. Tarpon are a very good sports fish and love eating flies, both 
wets and dry fly. They are good fighters, especially the bigger fish and give a lot of fun for a 
while, but became quite annoying, as we were hoping for barramundi and time goes quickly 
if your catching and releasing tarpon on every cast. Before long the suns right up and it’s 
gone quiet, or it’s getting to dark for comfort.  
Thankfully Corroboree Billabong is also a highly recognized Saratoga fishery. This ancient fish 
species is an outstanding sports fish to target on fly. Patrick has become very keen on chasing 
Saratoga at Corroboree. For this reason we had tied up quite a few weedless or weed-
proofed flies for the outing.  

Patrick with a nice Saratoga. 

Patrick with a typical 

Tarpon 
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To target Saratoga you need to cast way back into the Lilly Pads and pull your fly across the 
top of the Lilly leaves, or cast into the gaps. The Saratoga wait in ambush for their target to 
land in the small clearings (Strike Zone) between the pads and absolutely smash whatever 
lands there. You make your cast to land on the pads or near the bank behind in open patch-
es of water, then pull your line back at a medium/slow retrieve and hope for the water to 
boil. Patrick had a very high success rate in landing Saratoga. My success rate was not as 
good as I seemed to get snagged up a lot more on Lilly stalks. They are extremely tough. It 
was exciting fishing and time just flew. I can see why fishing for Saratoga from a boat could 
become obsessive. 
We were on the water before sunrise and fished until about 10.00am. Then back to camp 
for brunch and fly tying to get ready for the evening session. We lost a few flies on fish and 
snags and the weedless flies also lost their weed repelling ability after they had caught a 
few fish. It was quite warm through the middle of the day (38°C) or warmer so tying flies in 
the shade at camp was very relaxing. 
It was a memorable experience and a great three days spent with Patrick.  
We headed back to Katherine to rejoin the ladies and load our backpacks for a walk into 
Eighth Gorge. Alas the holiday went a bit pear shaped with Covid striking down one family 
member after another. The walk was cancelled. Patrick walked into Eighth gorge a few 
weeks later with a mate from Launceston. They saw some very large Barramundi and 
caught some smaller fish. The 75-100cm+ Barra would follow but not take.  
As I write this article Patrick says it’s warming back up in the NT and the Barra are well and 
truly back on the bite. I can’t wait to get back up there early run off in 2023. 

Sarah with a nice Barra. 

Patrick with a hard won 

Silver Cobbler on fly. 

Another good Barra on 

fly for Patrick.  



“THE GREAT LAKE TIE-IN” 

Saturday 15th October 10:00am - 3:00pm 

Held at the Great Lake Community Centre 

Cider Gum Road, Miena 

For more details head to their FB page or email to 

greatlaketiein@gmail.com 

Club Library 

Members are reminded to take full advantage of our comprehensive 

selection of books and DVD’s that are available in the library. 

If you are intending to visit an unknown water, or after a 

particular fly pattern, or just researching our Club history you will find 

the answer there. 

Contact our librarian - Jimmy Ellenberger. 
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President’s Report 

Hello everyone  

On the back of another years successful Annual General Meeting we have 
some changes within our committee, firstly like to thank Greg Dawson for 
his contribution as a committee member for 2022 Greg decided not to 
renominate. 

Like to welcome George Dale who put his hand up for the committee 
looking forward to George’s fresh ideas and contribution. 

Huge thanks to our long standing Treasurer Peter Hazelwood is on the committee has decid-
ed to step down from the Treasurer’s role after many years. 

Our new Treasurer will be John Quarry who has kindly put his hand up for the position for 
this year. 

Peter Hazelwood with his experience has kindly offered to help out as a mentor role with 
John In the early stages. 

It’s very sad we lost one of the club’s long term club members Brian Carroll he was indeed a 
special character a unique individual. 

I personally knew Brian and over 25years and went on many backpacking walks into the re-
mote western lakes fishing. 

It was never a dull moment with Brian I always remember our very first walk Brian com-
plained how heavy his pack was it was only later we found out he packed 4 pairs pajamas 
and 4 hats and enough extra just in case food that would have fed all of us it was always a 
future laughing point. 

Brian was a perfectionist and had his routine’s and was always the last to pack when moving 
camp, Brian would scout a perimeter of 30 meters religiously searching and kicking bushes 
checking for anything that might be left behind. 

Brian was a master of filleting trout when we where lucky enough to score some that was 
Brian’s job. 

When Brian attended a club meeting you always looked forward to question time when had 
in his hand a hard copy of the newsletter and a pen, hang onto your hats. 

He was affectionally called the "Court Jester" after working for many years with the local 
magistrate court system. 

On reflecting back knowing Brian we had some great times and memories. 

Peter Berne- President The FlyFisher’s Club of Tasmania. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting Held at Chant Street on 

Wednesday 7th of September 2022 

MEETING OPENED:  8:30pm. 

Welcome:  

President Peter Berne welcomed the 24 members and 5 guests to the September meeting. 
He reinforced that all mobile devices be off or placed on to silent. 

Apologies: 

Gary & Katie Baird, Tim Butcher, Peter Hazelwood, Graeme Frankcombe, Greg Dawson, Phil 
Harker, Martin Hingston, Peter Ray, Gavin Chugg, Dan Dempsey 

Names of Guests: 

Scott James, Don Cameron, Keith Blewett, Stuart Walsh, Norm King 

Bereavement: 

The President noted with sadness the untimely passing today of Club member Brian Carroll. 
The members present showed their respect with a moments silence. The President will rep-
resent the Club at his funeral. 

Appreciation: 

The President expressed the Club’s appreciation to: 

John Quarry for agreeing to update the Club trophies. 

Jimmy Ellenberger for organising the Life membership certificate and taking the role as 
the casting instructor. 

Bill Greensmith for coordinating the Intermediate casting class at St Leonards picnic 
ground. 

Minutes of last meeting: 

The Secretary moved the minutes that appeared in the last newsletter was a representative 
record of that meeting, seconded by Jack Barker – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 

Correspondence (since last meeting):  

Inwards: 

1. VFFA, TFTC, SAFFA, BOD, GFFC – (email) Club newsletters. 

2. David Walker, Steve Williams – Renewal of membership. 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

3. Malcolm Cross – (email) Fundraising raffle for NTAG. 

4. Nigel Forteath – (email) Accepted role as Club Patron. 

5. Alan Styles – (email) Accepted role as Club Auditor. 

6. InTas – (email) New account manager Donnavan Drotsky. 

7. AAT – (email) Tarraleah update; Top End Fishing; NRM (Cradle Coast reports). 

8. Fly Fish Australia – (email) Competitive season starts 27/28 Aug at Curries River Reser-
voir. 

9. Christopher Bassano – (email) Accepting guest speaker role in April. 

10. Alan Styles – (email) Club’s audited annual report. 

11. Ian Jones – Return of Club keys. 

12. Di Richards – (email) Requesting controllers for National Fly Fishing Championships. 

13. Kerry Smith (Epuron) – (email) St Patricks Plains windfarm newsletter. 

14. Harvey Taylor – (email) Books for sale. 

15. Randall Trethewie – (email) Granting access to Lake Fergus on the 26/27th Nov. 

16. Robin Camilleri – Norm King nomination form. 

17. Richard Hawley – Keith Blewett nomination form. 

Outwards: 

1. Nigel Forteath – (email) Appreciation and invitation to continue as Club Patron. 

2. Alan Styles – (email) Appreciation and invitation to continue as Club Auditor. 

3. Christopher Bassano – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in April. 

The Secretary moved that the inward correspondence was accepted; and outward corre-
spondence was approved, seconded by Chris Crawford – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Expenses:  $ 785.48 (Council Rates $208.20, Insurance $503.00) 

Income:     $ 1,414.78 (Subs $1074, Shacks $115) 

Bendigo:    $ 11,331.76  

Petty Cash: $ 100.00 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Cash Book: $ 11,069.48 

The Secretary, on behalf of the Treasurer moved the Treasurer’s report for acceptance, se-
conded by John Stagg – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

The President noted that we have a large insurance invoice to come, but our budget is run-
ning close to the actual figure. 

General Business: 

Chairman's Lead: 

New Members: 

The President welcomed 2 new members to the Club and provided them with their custom-
ary induction gifts. The new members are #476 Scott James and #479 Don Cameron. 

The President reminded the members 

- of the ‘fly bowl’ which provides good value of flies at $1 each. 

- To ask the Secretary to replace their lost name tags. (Terry Horan, Nathan Merriman 
and Phil Lebski have requested new ones). Sticky labels are available on the night. 

- Send photos and articles of outings to the editor for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Shack Updates: 

Jimmy Ellenberger relayed an incident that occurred at Koonagra recently. The external 
switch to the hot water system was turned off, resulting in no hot water and putting the 
heater in jeopardy. 

The power point is wired differently, and that switch must be left ON to protect the water 
heater. 

A sign will be placed above the power point to ensure it remains on. 

Club Outings: (on whiteboard) 

Members heading out on an excursion may also place the information on the white board. 

Four Springs (22nd October) BYO lunch 

Lake Fergus (26-27th November) – Randall has limited access to 10 vehicles. 

Confirmations tonight are: John Stagg, Graeme Frankcombe, Jimmy Ellenberger, Marcus 
Rae, Steve Charles, Scott James, Terry Horan and possibly Tim Butcher. 

Penstock ‘One Fly’(10th December) BYO Lunch; Fish 9:00am – close 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

LWC (24-28th January) Lake Wadleys area 

Little Pine Lagoon ‘Pine Plunder’ 21st Jan. 

Little Pine Lagoon ‘Cane Day’ 22nd Jan. 

Chris Crawford will be absent and has nominated Tim Fitzallen as the day’s coordinator. 
This will be included on our facebook page. 

Fly Fishing Class: 

St Patricks College:  

Friday 9th September (11:15am – 12:55) 

Chris noted that members tying flies are Chris Crawford, Robin Camilleri, Terry Horan, Garry 
Cullen and John Dekkers; members that will be instructing the casting are Tom Parker, Bill 
Greensmith, John Stagg and Peter Berne. An extra class teacher will also be available on the 
day. 

Myrtle Park (October 16th, 10:00am - 3:00pm) 

Bill, Jimmy and Peter Berne will be attending and encourage other member to assist on the 
day.  

Other General Business: 

Chris noticed that an American company was selling T-shirts with an enlarged FFCT logo 
placed on the front. 

John Stagg informed the members that Jack Windsor is in hospital (5D) having treatment. If 
successful, he will be returning to palliative care in George Town. 

Don Cameron noted that Ken Littlejohn passed away about 10 days ago. We were not sure 
if he was a previous member of the Club. 

Fishing Reports: 

Members have had successful outings at Little Pine, Blackmans Lagoon, Curries River dam, 
Four Springs and Lake Crescent. Stomach contents from fish at ‘Pine showed masses of cor-
by grubs with their undoing being a small woolly worm. There are good reports of tailing 
fish. 

The golden galaxias at Lake Crescent is in abundance with one fish caught containing 73 in 
its stomach. Big or small wet streamers are successful to catch double figure fish around the 
rock ledges, the duck hide or the inlet from Lake Sorell. 

Club Raffles: 

Nathan Merriman drew the night’s raffle which was won by Tim Fitzallen. 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Next Meeting: 

October 3rd – David Ikedife (Hydro) 

Meeting Closed: 9:20pm 

Meeting Opened: 7:30pm. 

Welcome: 

President Peter Berne welcomed the 24 members and 5 guests to the Club’s AGM. He recom-
mended that all mobile devices be turned phones off or placed on to silent. 

Apologies: 

Gary & Katie Baird, Tim Butcher, Peter Hazelwood, Greg Dawson, Phil Harker, Martin Hing-
ston, Peter Ray, Gavin Chugg, Dan Dempsey 

Guests: 

Scott James, Don Cameron, Keith Blewett, Stuart Walsh, Norm King 

Minutes of Previous AGM: 

The Secretary moved for acceptance the previous AGM minutes that appeared in the August 
newsletter, seconded by Gary Cullen and carried unanimously. 

Matters Arising: 

Nil 

President’s Annual Report: 

The President moved for acceptance his report that appeared in the September newsletter, 
seconded by John Dekkers and carried unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Annual Report: 

With our current Treasurer out of action, we were privileged to have our auditor, Alan Styles 
deliver the Club’s Annual Report for last year. He reported that there was nothing unusual 
that occurred over the year with the Club returning a small cash deficit of $1276. 

With Peter Hazelwood not standing as treasurer next year, Alan has agreed to assist the new 
treasurer in the coming year. 

Matters Arising: 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting Minutes Held at 

Chant Street on Wednesday 7th September 2022 
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Annual General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Alan suggested that it would be to our advantage that all meeting funds and bank transac-
tions are counter-signed and dual checked. 

Election of Office Bearers & Committee: 

Prior to standing down the President then asked the Public Officer to confirm nominations 
received for the executive committee in accordance with Club Rules. 

The nominations received were: 

President – Peter Berne; Secretary – Richard Hawley; Senior Vice President – Marcus Rae; 
Vice President – Martin Hingston; Treasurer – (vacant). 

Following the request from the new President John Quarry volunteered to do the role as 
Treasurer. 

The New President declared those office bearers duly elected to those positions and re-
quested the Public Officer to read out the nominations received for the committee. 

The nominations received were: 

Graeme Frankcombe, Bill Greensmith, Jack Barker and Jimmy Ellenberger. 

The President then requested 2 volunteers to fill the remaining vacant positions on the com-
mittee.  

As there were no response, he declared those nominated duly elected and congratulated 
upon their election. 

Election of Auditor: 

Alan Styles has agreed to continue as the Club’s Auditor. 

Election of Patron: 

Nigel Forteath has agreed to continue as the Club’s Patron. 

Election of Librarian: 

Jimmy Ellenberger has agreed to continue as the Club’s Librarian. 

Election of Editor: 

Richard Hawley has agreed to continue as the Club’s Editor 

CLUB AWARDS: 

Max Christensen / Tanglefoot Trophy: Jack Barker 

Jack received this award for his excellent efforts in the “Red Spinner Tales” that appear in 
Facebook, newsletter and on the Club’s website. 
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Jack Barker & 

President Peter 

Graeme Frankcombe & 

President Peter 

Snorkel Award Awarded to: Jimmy Ellenberger 

An unstable rock in Penstock Lagoon caused Jimmy to overbalance whilst playing a fish 
which landed him in the water to the amusement of his companions. This is the third year in 
a row he has taken a dunking and has admitted to another nomination for next year. 

Life Membership Awards: Graeme Frankcombe 

Graeme’s achievements over the years for the Club were highlighted by both Peter Berne 
and Jimmy Ellenberger, both stating that it was a well-deserved appointment. 

Graeme always prepared, responded with expressing his thanks to the Club, the committee 
and Tom Parker for the nomination. He joined the Club to learn more about fly fishing and 
believes that he has received more through great friendship. 

MEETING CLOSED: 8:04 

Annual General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 
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For Booking of the Club Shacks go to our website 

 Great Lake Tie In: (15th October 10:00am - 3:00pm 

– FFCT tyers interested) 

 Four Springs Lake: (22nd October) 

 Lake Fergus: (26th - 27th November) 

 Penstock Lagoon “One Fly”: (10th December) 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Pine Plunder”: (21st January) 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Cane Day”: (22nd January) 

 Launceston Walking Club and FFCT joint event 

(January 24th – 28th) 

 Four Springs Lake “CUAD”: (4th March) 

Koongara Noonamena 

Club Outings 

www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/ 

http://www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/uncategorized/booking-a-shack/


Payments and club banking Details 
Account: The Fly-Fishers Club of Tasmania 
BSB:   633-000;            ACC: 169922044 

Please ensure that your surname & what the payment is for is included 

at: john.r.quarry@gmail.com  

Members please check your accounts with Treasurer  - John Quarry 
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Club Fly Fishing Classes 

 St Patricks College (October 28th, 11:15am - 12:55pm) 

 Coordinator Chris Crawford; Access via Peel St West. 

 Myrtle Park (October 16th, 10:00am -  3:00pm) 

Bookings via “Essential Fly Fisher” - 105 York St. Launceston TAS 

Phone: (03) 6331 8944 

Penstock Lagoon Trout Survey (Aug 2022) 

The IFS  trapped and released 722 brown trout and 20 rainbow trout over 2 nights. 

The average weight for legal brown trout was almost 1.3 kg (largest being 2kg). 

The average weight for legal rainbow trout was an impressive 1.7 kg (largest being 
2.1 kg). 

The complete report can be found on the IFS website 

mailto:john.r.quarry47@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter


President: 

Mr. Peter Berne - 0419 764 816 

pres@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Secretary: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Treasurer: 

Mr. John Quarry - 0429 441 321 

John.r.quarry47@gmail.com 

Editor: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Immediate Past President: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Casting Instructor: 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Librarian: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Committee: 

 Mr. Graeme Frankcombe  

Mr. Jack Barker 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Mr George Dale 

Mr Peter Hazelwood  

Vice President: 

Mr. Martin Hingston 

Senior Vice President: 

Mr. Marcus Rae 

Patron: Professor Nigel Forteath 

The Fly Fishers’ Club of  Tasmania Inc. 
Founded 17th August 1955 

Website: www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 
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Facebook Administrator: 

Mr. Jack Barker 
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