
Fly Fishers’ Club of Tasmania Inc.  

Founded 17th August 1955 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 

Coming Up 

Annual General Meeting 

Our AGM will be held at 7:30pm 

The new committee will be elected and Club 
awards will be handed out 

This will be followed by the general meeting 

Next Club Outing: 

Friday 7th September -  St Patricks College 

Join Chris Crawford as he teaches the grade 9 studenta 

11:15am—12:55pm; Access is off Peel St. West 

Newsletter - September 2022 

Next General Meeting: 

7:30pm 7th September 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 

Next Committee Meeting: 

7:00pm 14th September 2022 

 1-3 Chant Street,  

East Launceston 
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Red Spinner Tales 

Charlie Gall story and the Comparadun 

I was born at Campbell Town, Tasmania in 1949. When I 

was about eleven years old my father and mother 

moved to a property known as the Ram Paddock, just 

south of Nile. Dad was a farming contractor and worked 

around the area.  Our house was situated about fifty 

metres from the Ben Lomond Rivulet. We used to fish 

in the Rivulet with worms and grubs. 

One day I saw a fisherman flyfishing in the Ben Lomond Rivulet. Interested, I watched what 

he was doing. I had never seen a fly fisherman actually fly fishing before. I sat on a log and 

watched him, fascinated. 

We struck up a conversation, talking about fly fishing. He showed me a few of the flies he 

used and how he fished them. I ran into him again a few times. His name was Stan Tilley 

and he was one of the well-known Tilley family who owned Birchalls in Brisbane St, Laun-

ceston. This experience would have an influence on my fishing for years to come. 

I attended Conara Primary school and in 1961, when I was old enough, I went to Campbell 

Town High School. My maths teacher, Adrian Cooper, happened to be a keen fly fisher-

man. Adrian and a few other older blokes would teach us fly fishing at the Junior Fishing 

Pond on the nearby Elizabeth River. 

We had great fun fishing on that pond for a few years. We would fish after school and on 

weekends. We would buy our flies, tippet and tackle from Vern Darke’s hardware store in 

Campbell Town. 

I bought my first fly rod and reel second hand from Adrian Cooper, a Slazenger. I still have 

it. 

I remember well my first trip to the Tasmanian Highlands or ‘up the lakes’ in 1963. I trav-

elled to Lake Fergus with my brother Ken and two cousins - both named Max Rigby. We 

made the trip in an FJ Holden. We travelled to the Skittleball Plains farmhouse (since 

burned down on 22 January 2019) and met the shepherd there. He had over thirty dogs. 

He gave us permission to park over the hill at Pine Creek. We walked in to Fergus from 

there for two nights, staying in the old shack there. We caught a few fish, the best being 

about five pounds. 

On the way home we called in to the Cowpaddock at Arthurs. We did well there too. It was 
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a great trip. 

Over the next few years, I continued to teach myself about fly fishing in the Ben Lomond 

Rivulet and a few trips to Arthurs.  

In the meantime, I met Lyn and we were married in Octo-

ber 1968. We have three children - Teresa, Scott and Dar-

ren. 

In the mid-seventies I learnt to tie flies properly with Noel 

Jetson in his Adult Ed class. Noel was very generous shar-

ing his knowledge and I spent a lot of time with Noel out 

the back of his shop tying flies.  

In the late seventies and eighties, I used to like fishing the Macquarie River.  At Stewarton 

there used to be prolific dun hatches. Quite often when I first started fly fishing the Mac-

quarie River for the dun hatches, and later in the day red spinner, I would meet up with Jeff 

Clark. He taught me a lot about the Macquarie on how he fished it. I met up with Jeff on 

quite a few trips there. Tony Ritchie would also frequent the Macquarie often. I fished 

there for a for quite a few years. On some days you would meet up with a lot of fly fisher-

men. Stewarton was a very popular place to fish. 

I also used to fish the Brumbies Creek weirs in the early eighties. I mostly fished on Number 

1 weir but also Number 3 weir as well. Brumbies was a very popular place for fly fishermen 

to frequent. There used to be very good fishing on the weirs with some lovely well-

conditioned trout caught. Many fishermen had canoes they would keep there permanently, 

locked to the row of large pine trees when not in use. Fishing when Corby Moths were 

hatching into the late evenings was a favourite time of day for me too. 

I continued to fish the Nile, Ben Lomond Rivulet and Arthurs. When my sons Scott and Dar-

ren were eight or nine years old, I taught them to cast and fly fish. When the boys grew 

older, we always fished together.  My boys became very good fly fishers. They were like 

most learners. Took a while to catch the first fish, but after that they got really good at it. 

My sons and I would go camping and flyfishing, mainly around the Cowpaddock, Seven 

Pound Bay and Lilyponds. 

Mostly I camped around the Opening and I met a fellow fly fisher/camper there, Rob from 

Hobart. Rob was fairly new to fly fishing and I showed him a few things to help him catch 

more fish.  

The Arthurs Dun hatches in that area would often be highly localized. A lot of duns would 
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pop up in a circle around twenty metres wide and the duns would be so thick you couldn’t 

even see your own fly. These hatches might only last for 

ten to twelve minutes then just stop as quickly as they 

started. Then you would have to keep an eye out for the 

next hatch which could be anywhere so you had to be 

prepared to move quickly to get there.  

At that time, we were fishing from the shore, wading. 

Sometimes the hatches might last twenty minutes or half 

an hour and when the hatch stopped you had to rely on 

your eye sight because you knew the fish would soon find the next hatch. It took a bit of 

keeping up with. 

Those huge hatches don’t happen anymore. It may be that fluctuating water levels have 

something to do with it. I think it is a shame new fly fishermen have missed the opportunity 

to witness those magnificent dun hatches and the fish feeding on them, and catching them 

as well. 

I fished with the late Lindsay Haslem a few times. Lindsay was very competitive.  

I remember one day at Arthurs fishing with Lindsay and Stan Abdilla and we came in for 

lunch. Stan and I had seven between us, one had four and the other three. Lindsay inquired 

how we went and before we could answer he proudly declared he had caught three. When 

we told him our score, he tipped his mug of tea out and went back to the water. I said to 

Stan, we better stay here, we won’t get back home unless he catches another one. 

I fished Lake Leake a few times with Lindsay and Stan, and also the Elizabeth River below the 

dam wall. Lots of good memories, especially with Lindsay. 

On weeknights after work, we would fish Panshanger on the Macquarie. Then my boys got 

their drivers licenses and with this new independence they became otherwise occupied. 

Quite a few members of the FFCT also would be found fishing Panshanger: Peter McKean, 

Peter Hazelwood, Lindsay Haslem, Jack Barker, John Dekkers, Cliff Oliver, and quite a few 

others. 

I fished with Stan Abdilla for a few years on most Northern Rivers. Our favourite waters were 

Arthurs, Woods Lake, Lake Sorell, Crescent, Little Pine, Western Lakes including Botsford, 

Kay, Augusta, Tin Hut and Little Blue.  

Stan and I would fish with all sorts of flies, but John Dekkers Zulu was always productive, and 

a Paradun would catch fish too. We fished Lakes Sorell and Crescent a fair bit. I have broken 

off on fish in Crescent fishing 12lb tippet. I have caught plenty of fish in Crescent but never 
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been able to land them. 

Stan and I also did a couple of good trips down the West Coast at Lakes Selina and Rolleston. 

We did well there with black Wooly Buggers, Green and Red Wooley Buggers and Black and 

Red Matukas. We didn’t mind the change to fishing for Brook Trout too. 

With Peter Hazelwood, Stan and I had some enjoyable trips to the Break O’ Day as well. 

I remember one day fishing Little Pine with Peter Hazelwood in his boat, when we won a few 

and lost a few in a dun hatch. This meant we were losing flies too. Peter asked me for one of 

my Comparadun flies but I only had black ones left, not the usual colour I like to fish with. ‘I 

don’t like those black ones’ Peter said, but he took one 

anyway. He continued to catch fish. I have always be-

lieved since then that maybe the colour isn’t so im-

portant. It is the fly profile that counts. 

I used to buy my fly-tying materials from Harrold 

Mathews, Terry Charlton’s and also Noel and Lois Jet-

son at Cressy. I would sometimes tie flies out in the 

back room at Noel’s Cressy shop. More recently I 

bought materials from Ross Pullin at Essential Flyfisher, now owned by Mike and Jules Ste-

vens. 

My rod building goes back a few years. I was kept busy building rods for the late Neville Hud-

son at Fishing Gear and also for Nigel Webb when he had the shop at Granton down south. 

In 2012 I learnt how to make bamboo rods under the watchful eye of Peter McKean.  Sadly, 

Peter McKean passed away but I continued to teach myself how to make bamboo rods using 

books and the internet. I wanted to get the art of making bamboo rods right.  

For the last few years, I have fished with Bill Greensmith in many Northern rivers as well as 

the Western Lakes, Penstock and Little Pine. I enjoy taking him to the Western Lakes and I 

still have a few to introduce him to. 

Bill asked me if I could show him how to make bamboo rods. We have made several togeth-

er in between fishing trips. We both really enjoy fishing small streams and creeks. Some-

times I am only casting my leader to very small trout, not even pan sized, but still fun to 

catch. 

When I fish the Lakes, I use a Winston 9ft rod, it really suits me. On the streams it depends 

on the water I am fishing.  I use a variety of sizes of bamboo rods for small waters which I 

make myself. Usually I will use a 2wt, 3wt, or 4wt. It adds to the fun when you catch a fish 



Charlie Gall’s story as told to Jack Barker and Muriel Rollins. 

Photos: Jack Barker and Muriel Rollins.  Copyright 2022, all rights reserved. 
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on a rod you made yourself and with a fly you tied yourself. I intend to continue fly fishing 

like this well in to the foreseeable future. 

Comparadun 

Hook: Tiemco 100 #12 

Tail: 6-8 Coq de Leon fibres 

Body: Hares Ear 

Wing: Roe Deer Hair 

Method 

Bind the hook shank with tying threat. Tie in tail, same length as hook shank. 

Take the thread forward and tie in deer hair wing sloping forward then wind thread back to 

the base of the tail. 

Dub in some fur mask fibres and spin the hare mask forward. Wind the Hares Mask through 

the deer hair to behind the hook eye and tie off making a thread head.  

Winding the mask through the deer hair makes the wing sit up and stay up. 

A MORNING AT BLACKMANS by John Quarry: 

On Friday 12th August Jimmy and I left my place at 5.00 am and set off to Blackmans Lagoon 
arriving at first light, a beautiful morning with little or no breeze. We had it to ourselves 
apart from one other angler who came in behind us with a Zodiac and we were the only ones 
there for the whole time. We stayed there till lunchtime and in that time Jimmy caught the 
three magnificent fish plus a smaller very fat rainbow that was released. We were only on 
the water for ten minutes when he nailed his first, a very solid brown which was a good start. 
There were the odd nice fish moving on top of the water for the first hour of light but noth-
ing after that. Jimmy caught three more over the next few hours, then we gave it away just 
after lunch as things quietened down. I failed to catch a fish but it was good to sit back and 
watch Jimmy casting his big double handed rod long distances. These were all strong fighting 
fish and getting them to the net was a bit of a challenge. 

The other very important thing was that he caught all of the fish on the same fly, tied by Ja-
son Herr. 

(Pictures on page 12:) 
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Minutes of the General Meeting Held at Chant Street on 

Wednesday 3rd of August 2022 

MEETING OPENED:  7:30 pm. 

Welcome:  

President Peter Berne welcomed the 24 members and 4 guests to the August 
meeting. He recommended that all mobile devices be turned off or placed on to si-
lent. 

Apologies: 

Gary & Katie Baird, Peter Hazelwood, Graeme Frankcombe, Don Cameron, Vince 
Bannon, Tim Butcher, Martin Hingston 

Names of Guests: 

Keith Blewett, Philip Harker (from Adelaide), Stuart Walsh and Norm King (previous 
member) 

Appreciation: 

The President expressed the Club’s appreciation to: 

- All the members that attended the ‘Christmas in July’ outing especially Ross, 
Jimmy and Graeme for their cooking 

- Marcus Rae for chairing the last committee meeting. 

Minutes of last meeting: 

As the JULY meeting was cancelled the Secretary moved that the JUNE minutes, that 
appeared in the July newsletter was a representative record of that meeting, se-
conded by Jimmy Ellenberger - and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

Nil 

Correspondence (since last meeting): 

Inwards: 

1. VFFA, BOD, SAFFA, GFFC – (email) Club newsletters. 

2. Mark Youngman – (email) Accepted guest speaker role in November. 

3. AAT – (email) Great Lake Tie -in on 15th October. 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

4. Andrew Richman – (email) Next western lakes outing 24-28 January. 

5. Consumer Affairs – (email) Notice of Annual Return due. 

6. Tom Parker – (email) Nomination for life membership. 

7. Land Tasmania – Valuation notice (Noonamena). 

8. Alistair Kerr, Gary Long – Membership renewals. 

9. Ian Ferrier – (email) Valuation notice (Koongara). 

10. Peter Rumney – Subs payment for the next 3 years. 

11. Central Highlands Council – Rates & Charges for Noonamena. 

12. Ian Jones – (email) Club resignation. 

13. Jonah Yick (IFS) – (email) New angler diary APP for fishing records. 

14. Mike Stevens – Tasmanian Fishing & Boating News Issue #150. 

15. AAT – Planned works at Arthurs Lake (no camping at Jonah & Pumphouse 
Bays). 

Outwards: 

1. Mike Thomas (CEO STMA) – (email) Appreciation for new TV. 

2. Merve Ponting – (email) Appreciation for new TV. 

3. Mark Youngman – (email) Invitation as guest speaker in November. 

4. Rob Moreton – (email) Change of date to March 2023. 

5. Valuer-General – (email) Change of address on Koongara valuation notice. 

6. Randall Trethewie – (email) Seeking approval for access to Lake Fergus 
(26&27 November). 

 
The Secretary moved that the inward correspondence was accepted; and outward 
was approved seconded by Chris Crawford – and carried unanimously. 

 
Matters arising: 

Inwards 15: It was noted that there will be no camping at Jonah & Pumphouse Bays 
during the 2022/23 season. 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Expenses:  $ 135.78 

Income:     $ 3,376.05 (Membership $3,196,) 

Bendigo:    $ 10,702.46 

Petty Cash: $ 100.00 

Cash Book: $ 10,522.72 

On behalf of the Treasurer the Secretary moved that the Treasurer’s report was 
accepted, seconded by John Stagg – and carried unanimously. 

Matters arising: 

The members were reminded to include their surnames and what it is for when 
direct depositing into the Club’s account. 

General Business: 

Chairman's Lead: 

Some reminders: 

The President thanked Jason Herr for donating 3 dozen woolly buggers to the fly 
bowl. 

All flies and tying materials to start the season at $1 each 

Club name tags: 

Members and guests to use sticky lables, or if lost ask the Secretary to create new 
ones. 

Newsletter: 

Members are to send articles and photos for inclusion in the newsletter. 

Shack Updates: 

Over the off-season period all shack rentals are half price. 

Club Outings: 

Christmas in Winter: 

Jimmy reported that 11 starters arrived mid-morning to prepare for the luncheon. 



Page 10 

General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Ross was cooking the roast veggies and venison. Graeme was creating the scallops 
wrapped in bacon. He was cooking the rolled roast chicken and cherry pies. The 
sumptuous meal was served at 7:00pm. 

It was a fun time with many stories told in a very warm environment, whereas 
outside it was -9 degrees. 

Four Springs (22nd October) This is the first Club fishing outing of the season; and a 
BYO barbeque will be available. 

Lake Fergus (26-27th November TBC) 

Penstock ‘One Fly’ (10th December) 

LWC (24-28th January) into the Wadleys Lakes area 

 
Members heading out on an excursion may also place the information on the 
white board. 

Fly Fishing Class: 

St Patricks College (11:15am – 12:55): 

Friday 9th September  

Friday 28th October 

The last 2 classes have been cancelled due to COVID. Members are to meet at the 
office at 11:00am, the access to the building is off Peel Street West. 

Intermediate casting class: 

Stage 1: 

Saturday 14th August at St Leonards Picnic Ground 10:00am – 1:00pm. 

This is limited to 10 (currently at 5) and all bookings and advertising through Mike 
Stevens. 

Member assistance will be required for Bill Greensmith as he is recovering from 
shoulder surgery. 

Life Membership: 

The President listed the nomination of Graeme Frankcombe by Tom Parker. The 
committee discussed this at the last meeting. Jimmy Ellenberger seconded the 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

nomination, then agreed to by the committee. Graeme has accepted the nomina-
tion. 

The President then asked the members for comments from the members. 

- Chris noted that Graeme was a major player in the rebuild at Little Pine. 

- John Stagg noted that he was the sole builder during the preliminary stages 
of the Penstock shack. 

- Jimmy noted that Graeme became his closest friend during the Penstock re-
build. He was the driving force who provided guidance, teamwork and the 
utmost dedication to perfection. He is a worthy nomination for Life Mem-
bership. 

- The President noted that Graeme was a humble person and a quiet achiever, 
and he endorsed the nomination. 

The President then asked for the members present for their approval of that nomi-
nation and was granted unanimously. 

Other General Business: 

Chris noted that he will be interstate in January and will require a coordinator for 
the “Cane Day” and  

“Pine Plunder” outings. 

Fishing Reports: 

Although there are no reports yet. The members indicated that on opening week-
end they will be heading to Little Pine Lagoon, Blackmans Lagoon, Four Springs 
Lake and Curries River Dam. 

Club Raffles: 

The night’s raffle was drawn by Keith Blewett and won by Chris Crawford. 

Next Meeting: 

September 7th – Annual General Meeting 

The President encouraged new members to stand for the next committee. 

Meeting Closed: 8:10 pm 
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General Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

After closing the meeting, the President directed the members to the Club’s fly 
tyers. 

Robin Camilleri – who will be tying Euro nymphs for the Meander River. 

Terry Horan – who is tying a Red Tag that is effective for South Esk River and Little 
Pine Lagoon. 

Euro Nymphs and worm flies 

Red Tag 
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President’s Annual Report 

Hello Everyone; 

As  I reflect back to last year’s AGM when I put my hand up to nominate for President I re-
member past President Jimmy Ellenberger words for me "should be easy as all the hard 
work has been done" 

Have to say Jimmy was right, for me it was steady as it goes and in the near future probably 
the only upgrades that are needed would be the bed bunks at Penstock reconfigured and 
extended for overdue new mattresses. 

New mattresses are also planned for little Pine shack. 

I guess the highlights for me was the “The Learn to Fly Fish” program something very re-
warding about giving something back for those willing to learn. 

At times for these classes have topped out at 20-22 participants fantastic result and this was 
only possible with the help of volunteers from the club helping out on the days. Thanks to 
Jimmy Ellenberger and Bill Greensmith for the coordinating and instruction. 

It has been a year of steady recruitment of new members which is so reassuring to see I 
would like to think this is on the back of Learn to Fly Fish classes. 

”Red Spinner Tales“ what a fantastic inclusion into our Club Newsletter and Facebook page 
all this was made possible by Jack Barker who had the vision to interview and document the 
history and tales of the Club’s "Tasmanian Fly Fishing Royality" you would have to agree 
these have been a fantastic read. 

Certainly has been a quiet year for expenditure I guess the reasons are pretty much all the 
works are now completed all payed up and currently close to $11,000 in the bank and in 
theses uncertain times a good place to be. 

It has certainly been a tough couple of years for everyone with Covid and closures the exten-
sion, renovations and ongoing work with Penstock shack that certainly took its toll on every-
one. 

I look back over this past year I see a sense of normality with our club and it’s been good to 
get back to what we all enjoy is to be with our friends, club members and enjoying the fish-
ing. 

Attendance at meetings are at all a time high with club members willing to help out with fly 
tying evenings volunteering for learn to fish course’s, Myrtle Park and St.Pats the list goes 
on. 

The pleasures of my position is being involved with special presentations and one of those is 
receiving nominations for Life Membership of the FFCT something that is not handed out 
every year. 



I’m very proud to say Graeme Frankcombe has accepted and will receive Life Membership of 
the club and will go on the Official Club Honor Role. 

There really isn’t enough room to write about what Graeme has done for club over the years 
and looking through the club archives he was heavily involved in the building of Little Pine 
shack so many years ago and of course the back bone for Penstock shack only recently, 
some many other things too numerous to mention. 

Anyone that knows Graeme would have to agree he is such a worthy recipient 
of this special award. 

On closing just like to thank the hard working dedicated committee members I 
personally have been so lucky and fortunate to be a part of this wonderful 
group of people. 

Peter Berne - President The Fly Fisher’s Club of Tasmania 
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For Booking of the Club Shacks go to our website 

www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au/up-coming-events-around-tasmania/ 

 Great Lake Tie In: (15th October 10:00am - 3:00pm 

– FFCT tyers interested) 

 Four Springs Lake: (22nd October) 

 Lake Fergus: (26th - 27th November TBC) 

 Penstock Lagoon “One Fly”: (10th December) 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Pine Plunder”: (21st January) 

 Little Pine Lagoon “Cane Day”: (22nd January) 

 Launceston Walking Club and FFCT joint event 

(January 24th – 28th) 

 Four Springs Lake “CUAD”: (4th March) 

Club Outings 

President’s Annual Report (cont’d) 



Payments and club banking Details 
Account: The Fly-Fishers Club of Tasmania 
BSB:   633-000;            ACC: 169922044 

Please ensure that your surname & what the payment is for is included 

at: peter@oceanpower.com.au 

Members please check your accounts with Treasurer  - Peter Hazelwood 
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Club Fly Fishing Classes 

 St Patricks College (September 9th, 11:15am - 12:55pm) 

 Coordinator Chris Crawford; Access via Peel St West. 

 St Patricks College (October 28th, 11:15am - 12:55pm) 

 As above 

 Myrtle Park (October 16th, 10:00am -  3:00pm) 

Bookings via “Essential Fly Fisher” - 105 York St. Launceston TAS 

Phone: (03) 6331 8944 

mailto:peter@oceanpower.com.au?subject=Member%20Payments


President: 

Mr. Peter Berne - 0419 764 816 

pres@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Secretary: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Treasurer: 

Mr. Peter Hazelwood - 0418 132 231 

peter@oceanpower.com.au 

Editor: 

Mr. Richard Hawley - 0429 888 687 

secretary@flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Immediate Past President: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Casting Instructor: 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Librarian: 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Committee: 

 Mr. Graeme Frankcombe  

Mr. Jack Barker 

Mr. John Quarry 

Mr. Jimmy Ellenberger 

Mr. Bill Greensmith 

Mr. Greg Dawson  

Vice President: 

Mr. Martin Hingston 

Senior Vice President: 

Mr. Marcus Rae 

Patron: Professor Nigel Forteath 

The Fly Fishers’ Club of  Tasmania Inc. 
Founded 17th August 1955 

Website: www.flyfisherscluboftasmania.org.au 

Postal Address: PO Box 460, Launceston 7250 
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Facebook Administrator: 

Mr. Jack Barker 
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